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MELBOURNE v SYDNEY - 
Greg Blake's secret Page 10 = 


L Ata am Pu & 
David Lowe had the goal at his mercy in the dying stages of last Friday’s 0-0 draw between t 
Marconi and South Melbourne Hellas but he made a mess of it to the relief of Mehmet § 


Durakovic (No 4) — HECTOR CARRASCO photo. 
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Never on Sunday 
for Joe Mullen 


BY ALAN CLARK 


QUIT National Soccer League players in Adelaide face problems 
in adjusting to the late Sunday evening start to Hindmarsh 


matches. 
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JOE MULLEN 


Adelaide City strik- 
er Joe Mullen said the 
weather was not caus- 
ing too many worries 
yet. 

“Tt has not been too 
hot and we get a 
breeze coming up at 
Hindmarsh. 

“But it is very diffi- 
cult to psyche up for 
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maches after hanging 
about all Saturday and 
Sunday,” he said. 
“You cannot go to 
the beach, have a 
drink or really do any- 


thing over the 
weekend as the game 
is coming up. 


“We are going out 
to play while everyone 
else’s weekend it just 
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coming to an end. 

“The NSL is becom- 
ing a big business and 
this move makes it 
more viable — easier 
to sell to the public. 

“But there has been 
thought only for fans. 

“The players prob- 
ably are prepared to 
make these sacrifices 
for the benefit of the 
game but we should 
have had some con- 
sultation over the 
moves.” 

The switch of City’s 
away match against 
Preston from Friday to 
Boxing Day also was 
not well received. 

“The NSL people 
who made this decision 
would be eating, 
drinking and having a 
good time with their 
families on Christmas 
Day,” said Mullen. 

“But that was not 
the case for players 
now with the game the 
next day.”” 


BY TED SIMMONS OF AAP 


TWO coaches kept 
a close watch on 
promising midfiel- 
der Brian Ellem 
during the Apia 
Leichhardt v St 
George match at 
Lambert Park on 
Saturday. 

Apia coach Manfred 
Schaefer, who normal- 
ly keeps out of predic- 
tions, tips Australian 
honours for Ellem by 
the end of the season. 

But to get these hon- 
ours, Ellem had to 
prove his worth to Soc- 
ceroo coach Frank 
Arok who was in 
charge of the visiting 
St George side at the 
weekend. 

“Ellem has been 
most impressive and is 
stamping his name on 
every game he plays,” 
said former Socceroo 
Schaefer. 

“My first impression 
was that he was just a 
hard player but I’ve 
since found out that he 
has vision, will have 
shots and definitely 
deserved his selection 
in the NSW squad to 
play Torpedo on Janu- 
ary 31.” 

The Apia players 
have visibly responded 
to the discipline lec- 
ture they received 
from Schaefer after 
their disappointing 1-1 
with Sunshine George 
Cross three weeks ago. 

They have been far 
more committed since. 

“I've told them that 


BRIAN ELLEM 


winning is not the end 
result but they have to 
play well and earn re- 
spect,” he said. 

“If they didn’t put in 
an acceptable effort, 
then I would cancel 
their free night after 
the game, go back to 
the motel and spend 90 
minutes discussing the 
match.” 

Schaefer adopts the 
unusual tactic of train- 
ing his team the day 
before the match to 
keep their minds on 
the job. 

He said he thought it 
was ridiculous for 
other coaches to have 
their last session two 
days before the game, 
allowing players to 
lose sharpness and 
contact with the game. 

“Not everyone 
agrees with me but I 
don’t care so long as I 
get results,” he added. 


; “ aes i 
Paul Trimboli in action against Israel the last time the Socceroos were 
in action — way back on April 16! Trimboli will have an opportunity to 


strut his stuff against Torpedo Moscow next month. 
— HECTOR CARRASCO photo. 


Torpedo open in Newcastle 


THREE-time USSR champions Torpedo Moscow open their six-match 
Australian tour against Northern NSW in Newcastle on January 17. 

Torpedo, who have also won six Soviet Union Cups and who finished fifth in 
the recently concluded 1989 First Division, will play the Socceroos twice. 

The Sydney Football Stadium will be the venue for the first match — on 
January 19. 

‘Melbourne's Olympic Park will be the venue for the return game. 


Gold Coast chimes in 


THE Gold Coast has stepped in to claim a match against the Musco- 
vites. 

Speaking on behalf of the host, the NSW Soccer Federation, general manager 
Ian Holmes said: “The Gold Coast SFA has won the support of Conrad Internatio- 
nal Hotel (Jupiter’s Casino) and local businessmen for the venture. 

“The ground has not been fixed, but we expect it to be either the Seagulls 
Stadium at Tweed Heads or Carrara on the Gold Coast.” 

Given the desired measure of publicity, the Russians’ tour should be a winner. 

Happily, the Newcastle game will be staged at the centrally situated Inter- 
national Sports Centre. 

In addition, the aml 

‘The tour itinerary is: 
v Northern NSW — Newcastle, January 17. 

v Australia — Sydney Football Stadium, January 19. 
v Gold Coast Gamblers — Old Gold Coast, January 24. 
v Western Australia — Perth, January 28. 


jous Western Australians have picked up a game. 


v NSW — Brandon Park, Wollongong, January 31. 
v Australia — Olympic Park, Melbourne, February 2. 
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EVENING 


i 
! want to register a 
strong protest over the 


ABC's disregard for its 
country viewers, espe- 
cially those amongst us 


Plus 
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who are soccer fans. 

For the past three 
weeks, Dubbo folk 
were not able to see the 
NSL's ‘Big Match’ pro- 
gramme. 

Instead, the ABC has 
shown cricket — and 
soccer, again, got the 
flick. 

What's the point of 
the NSL ditching SBS, if 
the ABC, too, can't 
deliver? 

| am hopping mad. 

Bill He 


le, 
Dubbo, NSW 


Huge crowd set to watch Melbourne derby 


MELBOURNE 
Croatia coach Ivan 
Raznjevic is tip- 
ping the biggest 
crowd of the sea- 
son on Friday for 
his team’s match 
against South Mel- 
bourne Hellas at 
Olympic Park. 

While the crowd 
may not remotely 
approach the 20,000- 
spectator mark the 
Croatia superemo is 
hoping for. it would be 
disappointing to say 
the least if a genuine 
12,000 atendance 
wasn't posted for a 
game that may well de- 
cide Melbourne's top 
contender for the NSL 
crown. 

This is easily the 


FORMER Heidel- 
berg and South 
Melbourne coach 
Brian Garvey is 
back in the QNSL 
as the new coach 
of struggling Ade- 
laide Hellas. 


Garvey took the job 
last Thursday night 
after Hellas and coach 
Peter Jaksa parted 
company, 


“We felt an obliga- 
tion to Peter because 
he took us into the 
NSL,"’ said Hellas 
ent Michael 


Aronis, 
“But, considering 
our performances so 
far it was felt we 


i 


Jaksa out, 
Garvey in 


match of the round 
and the result is hard 
to predict, what with 
both teams capable of 
turning on the fire- 
works. 

Croatia will be look- 
ing to Joe Caleta and 
Zeljko Adzic for the 
goals, while Kimon 
Taliadoros and Paul 
Trimboli will be 
Souths’ front men in a 
resolutely attack- 
oriented match, 

The loss of big John 
Markovski for several 
weeks is a blow to Mel- 
bourne Croatia, who 
will be the underdogs 
against Ferenc Puskas’ 
well organised Souths. 

Goals galore may be 
the order of the day in 
a game which has all 
the ingredients of a 


needed a coach with 
more NSL experience. 
Hellas needs results 
quickly and now was 
the time to act.” 

Garvey, who played 
in England with Col- 
chester and Watford, 
was a youth coach at 
Arsenal and Wolves 
and for the England 
youth team, 

He came to Austra- 


tia in 1984 and has 


BRIAN GARVEY 


coached Heidelberg 
and South Melbourne 
before Ferenc Puskas 
took over there. 


He coached on 
Saturday against Wol- 
longong. 


— ALAN CLARK 
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BY LOU GAUTIER 


o% 


Action in the South Melbourne Hellas goalmouth last Friday with Steve Blair (No 5), Fred de 


Jong (No 9) and Gary Egmond (No 2). South have another to: 
Olympic Park against Melbourne Croatia — 


“‘classic.’* despite 
Croatia’s shock defeat 
by Melita last weekend 
and Hellas’ recent goal 
drought. 

Not so long ago, any 
game between Sydney 
Croatia and Marconi 
would have taken 
pride of place, but the 
Sydneysiders have not 
emulated the deeds of 
their sister club from 
Victoria. 

They did finally re- 
turn to the winning list 
last weekend but time 
is fast running out for 
them and a defeat here 
— which seems likely 
— would almost cer- 
tainly mean that 
Croatia can forget ab- 
out a place in the play- 
offs this season. 

Marconi, though 
still well in line to suc- 
cessfully defend their 
title, are no longer the 
side they were in the 
early rounds. 

They seem unchar- 
acteristically listless 
and have become 
painfully sterile in 
attack. 


Perhaps their 
magnificent but 
arduous tour of 


Czechoslovakia is tak- 
ing its toll on a team 
which was expected to 
sweep all before it in 
1989/90. 
Toss-up 

St George will be 
looking for the two 
points against David 
Ratcliffe's Wollongong 
City at St George Sta- 
dium, but on paper 
this looks like a toss-up 
between two very 
evenly matched teams. 


_-_-—-- — — ~. . 


Both went down in 
round 8 and will be 
keen to make amends 
and regain middle of 
the table status before 
it’s too late. 

Wollongong, who 
will be minus their 
player-coach who was 
sent off against Hellas 
in Adelaide, have 
come unstuck of late to 
concede eight goals in 
their last two outings. 

Both sides have a 
mix of experience and 
youth in their ranks, 
but the Saints lack sea~ 
soned veterans and 
have banked almost 
entirely on their 
youngsters. 

They sorely need to 
shore up their defence 
and their midfield as 
well. 


Sceptics 


Sunshine George 
Cross, a team which 
has made the sceptics 
eat crow, will be aim- 
ing for more points 
against Blacktown. 

The Demons have 
slumped after a bright 
start. 

Coach Les Schein- 
flug is understandably 
worried over the lack 
of punch in an attack 
where Zlatko Aramba- 
sic is not getting the 
service he needs to 
bang them in con- 
sistently. 

The team’s forte — 
its defence — has also 
sprung leaks of late 
and it won't be a picnic 
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for the visitors at 
Georgie this weekend. 


The loss of Ossie 
Latif is a cruel blow, 
which may well spell 
the end of Sui 
Top Five ambitions, 
and Jeff Faulkner's un- 
timely retirement is 
another major handi- 
cap. 
A draw looks a dis- 
tinct possibility here. 


Amends 

Adelaide City will 
be out to make amends 
for their home defeat 
to Apia when they play 
host to Sydney Olym- 
pic in a rematch of last 
season's NSL Cup 
final. 

A similar result 
would suit the home 
fans just fine .. . 
realistically, 
points to an Olympic 
victory. 

Ad City’s big advan- 
tage rests in the fact 
that they have the 
most settled side in the 
league as they have 
fielded virtually the 
same team for years. 

Perhaps they need 
an injection of new 
blood to remedy what 
is almost a seven-year 
itch? 

New coaching man- 
agement has worked 
wonders for Olympic. 

Some of their hard- 
to-please fans claim all 
is not perfect with their 
team, but this hasn't 
prevented them doing 
remarkably well. 


ugh game this Friday at 
HECTOR CARRASCO photo. 


Preston will have to 
make every post a win- 
ner from now on if 
they want to chase the 
front runners. 

Another loss at 
Lambert Park this 
weekend will pre- 
maturely end their Top 
Five aspirations, 

All is not well at a 
troubled club — and it 
shows on the field, 

Of course, Warren 
Spink’s long lay-off has 
not helped any, They 
just haven't been able 
to score goals without 
the Socceroo striker. 

Apia have quietly, 
but surely, collected 
the points to climb well 
up the ladder and they 
are thriving under 
coach Manfred Schaef- 
er’s regimen. 

They have never 
been fitter and do not 
concede too many “sil- 
ly” goals — a sure sign 
of a mature defence. 

Apia, the suprise 
packet of the summer 
season, must be 
favoured to win the 
two points in the 
friendly confines of 
Lambert Park. 

Tail-enders 

The battle of the 
tail-enders at Melita 
Stadium is already do- 
or-die time for both 
teams, especially Ade- 


laide Hellas. 
Both teams scored 
great wins last 


weekend when Hellas 
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~ finally opened their 
NSL account while 
Melita schocked Mel- 
bourne Croatia in their 
own den. 

The pressure, 
though, is still on Hel- 
las, still two points 
adrift in last place. 

Hellas are better 
than their results indi- 
cate, but so are the 
Eagles who are set to 
soar in the second 
round of the competi- 
tion when they will 
have found their NSL 
legs, 

Expect a close one 
here, but one has to 
fancy the home side’s 
chances despite the big 
lift Hellas received 
when Brian Garvey 
took over the coaching 
reigns. 


PRESTON’S 
PRESIDENT 


PRESTON MAKE- 
DONIA president 
John Branov has 
resigned after 10 
years at the helm 
of the club. 


He claims lack of: 
co-operation and 
solidarity from his 
committee forced 
him to quit. 


Branov was in- 
censed when a 
leading committee 
member acted: 
against the com- 
mittee’s wishes 
and agreed to 
financial terms re- 
quested by 
George Jolevski 
after it had been 
decided not to 
accede to the play- 
er’s demands. 


The club has cal- 
led an extraordin- 
ary meeting for 
January 15 to elect 
a new president, 
and possibly seve- 
ral new commmit- 
tee members as 
well as some are 
likely to resign in 
sympathy with 
Branov. 


RKLEA, SYDNEY 
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Sunshine GC’... 
Adelaide City" 

St George... 
Wollongong City 
Preston Makedoni 
Blacktown City... 
Sydney Croatia 
Melita Eagles... 
‘Adelaide Hellas 
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"Match in hand — played an Boxing Day. 


Results 


MARCONI 0 SOUTH MELBOURNE HELLAS 0 
at Marconi Stadium. Crowd: 2949. 

MELBOURNE CROATIA 0 MELITA EAGLES 1 
(G. Brown) at Somers Street Stadium. Crowd: 
3200. 

APIA LEICHHARDT 2 (R. Brown 2) ST GEORGE 
1 (T. Krslovic) at Lambert Park. Crowd: 1289. 
BLACKTOWN CITY 1 (Z. Arambasic) SYDNEY 
CROATIA 2 (A. Hunter 2) at Gabbie Stadium. 
Crowd: 3124, 

ADELAIDE HELLAS 4 (R. Blair 2, A. Kidd, P. 
Rankin) WOLLONGONG CITY 1 (A. Easthorpe) 
at Hindmarsh Stadium. Crowd: 2800. 


BY ALAN CLARK 


ROLLICKING 
Raymond Blair led 
Wollongong a merry 
dance early at Hind- 
marsh on Saturday 
to set up Adelaide 


sa last week and gave 
Hellas a new 4-4-2 
shape_for the encounter. 

The new formation 
and some renewed 
vigour from players out 


Top Scorers 


Zlatko Nastevski (Marconi) 7 Hellas’ first QNSL to impress Garvey 
Rod Brown (APIA Leichhardt) 6 win of the season worked wonders for 
Joe Caleta (Melb Croatia) 6 against inept Wol- Hellas and had home 
Ossie Latif (Sunshine GC) 5 longong. fans standing cheering 
Kevin Hagan (Sydney Olympic) 4 Scottish import Blair fF the first time this 
Tony Krslovic (St George) 4 bugged two goals in the mrad baddies 
Abbas Saad (Sydney Olympic) 4 first 20 minutes as Hel- “di re a ae ie 
Paul Trimboli (South Melbourne) 4 las gave new coach eho 


nutes. Slack work by 
Jerry Murphy saw Peter 
Rankin intercept. He 
sent a ball scurrying 
deep into City’s half 
with Blair in pursuit. 

He gathered the ball 
but had his crisp shot 
parried by Dragan 


Brian Garvey a cheering 
4-1 winning start to his 
new career. 

In a dismal night for 
Wollongong, player- 
coach David Ratcliffe 
was sent off in the 80th 
minute for allegedly 
striking Blair after the 


Crowds 
piseailia it itil yi? pS 


ROUND 8: 13,362*. 
AVERAGE PER GAME: 2,672. 
TOTAL ATENDANCE: 162,433 


‘ as dnmeares Pupovac. Blair kept 

Silas savmeret epee eet 

* Does not include Boxing Day's Preston v Harvey took over drive the rebound 
Adelaide City and Sydney Olympic v Sun- from deposed Peter Jak, home 


The Hellas ecstasy 
| _ lifted the roof just more 
than a minute later 
Blair. with acres of 
space in which to move, 
curled a superb 25- 
metre shot past Pupovac 
for number two. 
Wollongong. shaky in 
defence and out of the 
game in midfield, had 


shine, 


Because of the 
Christmas holiday 
early deadline, the 
Preston v Adelaide 
City and Sydney 


| 
— ROUND 8 TEAM OF THE WEEK AND || 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| Olympic v Sun- 
| 
| 
| 
| 
L 


PLAVER OF THE WEEK WILL BE PUBLISHED 
IN THE JANUARY 3 ISSUE. 


MELBOURNE 
Croatia will play 
sister club North 
Geelong on Tues- 


in bara. odiait Boxing Day) eee aMecaden 
ble anary, a a1 Kick off will be | will be covered in| on'¥.* Paul Mcradden 
Ups Ala at 7pm. our next issue. But he had shot harm- 


Geelong club’s 
picturesque Elcho 
Park ground at 


shine games, play- 


annual clash at the lessly wide in 15 


minutes 
Hellas were given the 
cushion of a third goal 
in the 27th minute. 
Rampaging Brenton 
Hiern. back in the full- 
back role he relishes, 
was brought down in the 
corner of the box by 
Ray Viiestra. Skipper 
Alby Kidd made sure 
Adelaide Hellas 
Parks ... na 
Pier aieaBe ccc 
Barnett. AP: 2836 
M: 6 


hes 
Brazzale 
Watkins 
Kidd 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 29 
ST GEORGE v WOLLONGONG CITY 
SOUTH MELBOURNE v MELBOURNE CROATIA 
SYDNEY CROATIA v MARCONI 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 30 


St George Stadium 7.30pm 
Olympic Park 8pm 
Croatian Sports Centre 7.30pm 


Blair 
Vatsilas 


SUNSHINE GC v BLACKTOWN CITY Skinner Reserve 6pm. 
ADELAIDE CITY v SYDNEY OLYMPIC Hindmarsh Stadium 8pm 
APIA LEICHHARDT v PRESTON MAKEDONIA Lambert Park 6pm 70m for Hel 
MELITA EAGLES v ADELAIDE HELLAS Melita Stadium 6pm. 


Referee: T. McRoe 6. 
Crowd: 2700 
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Marconi’s Peter Katholos eludes South Melbourne's Paul Wade at 

Marconi Stadium last weekend. The match ended in a 0-0 draw — 
HECTOR CARRASCO photo. 


New coach lifts Hellas to 
first win of the season 


Scorers: Blair 20m & 21m, Kidd 27m. Rankin 
; Easthorpe 76m for Wollongong. 
Yellow cards: McEvoy 9m for Wollongong. 
Red card: Ratcliffe 80m for Wollongong. 


Brown's brace 
slays Saints 


BY JOHN ECONOMOS 


+ APIA central striker Rod Brown celebrated 
his recall to the national squad by scoring 
both goals in his side’s 2-1 victory over St 
George at Lambert Park last Saturday. 

Brown nailed his first back, Darren Stewart, 
in the ninth minute vigorously broke up 
when the very talented their efforts. 
young midfielder and Krslovic raised Saints* 
star of the match, Brian hopes of salvaging 
Ellem, hit a free-kick something from this 
from 30 metres out that match in the 63rd 
cannoned off the defen- minute. 
sive wall. Apia skipper and 

Brown raced in to free-back Bruce Halli- 
drill the target from day failed to control a 
slose-range. bouncing ball, gllowing 

Ellem, who has just the giant St George 
been drafted into the striker to fend off 
NSW squad to play another defender and 
Moscow Torpedo next score from five metres 
month, showed ex- out. 
ceptional form in attack Apia just two minutes 
as well as defence, and later should have had a 
was again involved in third goal as Brown cut 
Brown's second goal, back a lovely ball to the 
just two minutes after penalty spot but Bunda- 
the break. lo's first-time side- 

Ellem quickly crossed footed attempt skim- 
to former Socceroo de- med just over John 
fender Graham Jen- _ Filan’s crossbar, 
nings, who crossed back Ironically, although 
to Brown inside the box outplayed by Apia, 


from the spot-kick. 
Desperate, Wollon- 
gong brought strikers 


where the striker Saints almost pulled off 
panel! ates ft Promptly scored with a a draw with seconds to 
Ce Seem ke oe! fine header. g0. 


Allport and the big man 
was denied by Robbie 
Parks’ brilliance just be- 
fore half-time. 

He met a deep Danny 
Crainie cross at the back 
post but Parks, whose 
wife Jane last week pre- 
sented him with a baby 
boy, Phillip Adrian, 
blocked the header and 
then smothered the re- 
bound shot. 

Hellas killed the 
game, played in hot, 
humid conditions in the 
70th minute. 

Hiern stroked a love- 
ly ball to Lemmy Vatsi- 
las whose centre was 
missed by the defence. 
allowing Peter Rankin 
to push home. 

Easthorpe netted a 
consolation for Wollon- 
gong in 76 minutes 
when Crainie burst free 


The first half saw 
dreadful football from 
both sides but Apia's 
imaginative midfielders, 
Ellem and Alex Bunda- 
lo, engineered some ex- 
cellent moves that lifted 
the match, 

St George was always 
out of the money and 
did not do enough to be 
rewarded in any way. 

Strikers Zoran Ilic, 
Matthew Bingley and 
Tony Krslovic rarely re- 
ceived quality service 
and on the few occa- 
sions they were served, 
Apia’s powerful centre- 


Krslovic hammered a 
20-metre free-kick 
which whistled just past 
Tony Pezzano’s right 
post. 

Frank Arok, Saints" 
coach, was obviously 
upset with the loss that 
has now taken the 
Saints well out of the 
Top Five. 

He lamented: “I am 
disappointed with my 
team’s performance but 
good football was play- 
ed by both sides in the 
second session, with ex- 
cellent chances created 
by the two teams, 


St George 


Halliday 
Jennings 


Buea ay 


on the left and struck | Bundalo 
the woodwork witha |=! 

f Clinch 
fine shot. Easthorpe | quminy” 


headed home the 
crumbs, 

Pupovae then denied 
Blair a hat-trick in the 
76th minute before 
Zoran Maricic, 
celebrating his 33rd 
birthday. cleared off the 
line from Easthorpe in 
84th minutes. 

Referee Tom McRoe, 
on the advice of lines- 
man John Miller, sent 
Ratcliffe off for a re- 
taliatory strike at Blair 
And. in the last minute 
young Darren McEvoy 
was booked for dit 


(Murray 64m) 


Scorers: Brown 9m & 47m for Apia; Krslovic 63m 
for St George. 

Yellow cards: Halliday 4m for Apia; O'Shea 
64m, Morakeas 72m for St George. 

Referee: J. McConnell 8. 

Crowes 1980 


SEEKS CLUB 


Experienced coach has just 
returned from Canberra to 
Sydney. 

Was ACT Grand Final Winner. 
Now is looking for an ambitious 
Senior Club with a bright future. 
Has 15 years experience, 
Please contact after hours 

Mr Herbert Klemperer 


& 476 1703 


Pupovac 
Skeen.. 
Allport 
(Easthorpe 5) 
Ratcliffe (sent off) 


McFadden...... 6 
Murphy ....... 
Crainie 


Melita ends Melbourne 
Croatia’s unbeaten run 


LOWLY Melita 
Eagles ended Mel- 
bourne Croatia’s 
seven-match un- 
beaten run with an 
injury-time goal 
netted by Greg 
Brown for the only 
goal of an other- 
wise uninspiring 
encounter last 
Friday. 

Croatia suffered a 
double blow when 
John Markovski col- 
lapsed behind play 
with a suspected torn 
hamstring in the 60th 
minute. 

Markovski was 
stretchered off the 
park and will miss 
several weeks as a re- 
sult to add to an 
already long Croatia 
injury list. 

However, defender 
Alan Davidson and 
star midfielder Zeljko 
Adzic are likely to be 
considered for their 
week’s big one against 
South Melbourne. 

Melita’s victory was 
sealed in the 91st mi- 
nute by Kiwi Greg 
Brown who received a 
pass from substitute 
Anthony Parison and 
shot low past goalie 
Joe Rados from eight 
‘Metres against the run 
of play. 

Only a few minutes 
earlier, Rados was cal- 
led upon to make a 
brilliant save, palming 
over the bar from a 
Parison close-range 
attempt. 

Croatia's best scor- 
ing chance came in the 
36th minute when Joe 
Caleta’s angled shot 
was cleared off the line 
by Melita defender 


THE 


BY VLADO VLAHOVIC 


Craig Williams. 

Melita retaliated 
with a 25-metre direct 
freekick from 
Washington Gonzalez 
that was dropped by 
Rados, but defender 
George Hannah came 
to the rescue. 


The second half was 
dominated by home 
side Croatia but it was 
mainly reduced to 
long-range attempts at 
goal due to a lack of 
penetration from their 
forwards and a well 
organised Melita 
defence. 


Melbourne Croatia Melita Eagles 


(Grbac 81m) 
Talajic. 

Opasinis 
Markovs! 
(Duzel 60m) 
Caleta... 


Scorer : G. Brown 91min. 
Referee: J. Santa Isabel 6. 
‘Crowd: 3200. 


Marconi’s Xmas gift 
to South Melbourne 


BY JOHN ECONOMOS. 


MARCONI handed 
South Melbourne 
Hellas a Christmas 
present in the form 
of an NSL point 
when they failed 
to drive home their 
enormous first half 
superiority which 
easily could have 
seen the Victo- 
rians down by four 
goals at halftime 
last Friday at the 
Marconi Stadium. 

Despite the 0-0 draw 
the first session pro- 
duced shots and head- 
ers that rained in from 


off the line by right- 
back Healy. 

With Hellas on the 
receiving end of a first 
half bombardment, 
Marconi’s right back 
Gary van Egmond 
rifled a Dayid Lowe 
flat cross just over the 
crossbar four minutes 
into the seond half. 

But in the 61st and 
62nd minutes, the 
dynamic duo of 
Taliadoros and Trim- 
boli ripped Marconi’s 
lines to shreds with 45- 
metre raids. 

However, on both 
occasions, the giant 
Catlin courageously 


Jean-Paul de Marigny, 
David Lowe, Fred de 
Jong, Zlatko Nastevski 
and lan Gray, all fail- 
ing to hit the target, 
mainly thanks to Hel- 
las goalkeeper Bruce 
McLaren. 

Hellas was down but 
not out, and it was 
criminal to see Austra- 
lia’s best strike-duo — 
Kim Taliadoros and 
Paul Trimboli — 
starved of quality ball- 
service and crucified 
by a complete failure 
by any midfielder to 
back them up when 
they went forward. 

Ironically, Melbou- 


Hunter back with 


BY JOE DI MEGLIO 


TWO goals by Alan 
Hunter gave Syd- 
ney Croatia their 
second win of the 


the park were in- 
strumental in lifting 
Croatia's play. 

In the 19th minute 


Zilatko Arambasic goal 
for Blacktown City — 
a superb opportunist 
effort in the 10th 


season when they minute — Sydney Croatia got the goal 
beat Blacktown rake showed their they needed when a 
form of old. 


cheeky Manis Lamond 


City 2-1 at the 
run down the left side 


Gabbie Stadium 


And with defender 
Hunter back in the 


last Saturday side after inj hi of the penalty area, 
jury, his 
night. presence and domi: $Mtuinc"ter went wen 
Despite an early nance in the middle of intercepted by Charlie 
Yankos’ hand. 

Hunter stepped for- 
ward and converted 
the penalty. 

The match was an 
even affair, with both 
teams sharing opportu- 

ep 64m) ; nities and possession 
(Been BE) ee of play in midfield. 
Maies -4  (Gojevic 4) But Blacktown can 
Parker -4 Arnold. thank goalkeeper Bill 
Arambi -5 Seal... Londos for his acroba- 
4 tic reflex saves when in 


| Gunning. 

H the 22nd minute he 
brilliantly turned over 
a Graham Arnold 
crunch header, and 
again 13 minutes later, 


Scorers: Hunter 19m and 75m for Sydney 
Croatia; Arambasic 10m for Blacktown. 
Referee: P. Spiers 5 
Crowd: 3124 


se a ne i 
BIG MATCH. 


SUNDAYS AT 5. 


a bang 


saved the current 
league champions. 

A sceptical Marconi 
coach, Berti Mariani, 
reflected after the 
match: **We totally 


tne could have scored 
as early as in the 12th 
minute when Taliador- 
os” angled drive was 
first blocked by Bobby 
Catlin but the rebound 
hit by Trimboli was 
kicked off the line by 
Marconi skipper Steve 
Calderan. 

Eight minutes from 
half-time, Marconi 
exploded in the best 
move of the match 
when first de Jong’s 
blast was brilliantly 
blocked by Catlin, 
then Zlatko Nastevs- 


pa ee es 


but through complete 
frustration by not scor- 
ing in the first half we 
lost our rhythm.” 
Meanwhile. a some- 
what philosophycal 
Ferenc Puskas, Mel- 
bourne’s boss. eva- 
luated:**Marconi are a 
very good team and it 
was a difficult game for 


with Arnold's header | 
smashing against the 
crossbar, Londos got 
in ahead of the 
onrushing Mark Jones 
to clear the danger. 


In the second half 
the tempo quickened, 
with chances falling* at 
both ends of the field. . | 

Even with Croatia] 
creating four chances | 
to Blacktown’s two, | 
the match was still iny 
the balance. 

David Seal’s back! 
header in the 64th mi-[ 
nute caught Londos off] 
guard, but he made al 
great recovery to turn] 
the shot over. 


| 
But Londos had no | 
answer for Croatia's | 
well-deserved goal 11 
minutes later when ay 
Lamond corner was 
floated high into the ! 
area for Hunter to rise 
above two defenders | 
and get a clear header | 
in to score. H 


ki’s header was kicked us. 


South Melbourne 


Calderan.. 
Wheatley . 
De Marigny. 


(Michalakopoulos 70m) 
‘ Taliadoros. “7 
Trimboli, 


od 


Yellow cards: Calderan 52m, McCulloch 85m for 
Marconi; Mori 82m, Healy 86m for South Mel- 
bourne. 
Referee: R. Lorenc 9, 

1949. 


ABC TV 
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dominated the match — 


| eres Se es aa 


SYDNEY Macedonia 
and North Shore Un- 
ited will be operating 
in the NSW Federa- 
tion State League 
Division 1 in 1990, 
The Macedonians had 
an outstanding 1989 sea- 
son, and North Shore 
has gained promotion 
and will be sharing use 
of the centrally situated 
Chatswood Oval. 


sion | are: Parramatta 
Melita (promoted to 
NSL), Penrith Uruguay 
— with change of name 
approved to Fairfield 
City — demoted, plus 
addition of Sydney 
Macedonia and North 
Shore. 

12 clubs are involved 
— Dir 2: Promoted 
from Division 3: Rose- 
bery Portugal, Central 


The changes in Divi- Coast, Southern Dis- 


ENIOR club soccer is completely 
depending upon the success of the 
summer National Soccer League 

competition. 

Present indications are not unfavourable. 

AUSTRALIAN SOCCER WEEKLY has 
proved in the past that constructive criticism 
brings few if any Brownie Points from many of 
the powers that be, but our opinion is that the 
1989/90 summer season to date does not compare 
with any genuine figures from say 1987 and 1988. 

The truth of the entire matter is that proper 
comparisons are unlikely until towards the end of 
the season. 

Categorically, it is possible to say that once 
again the code with so much potential put the cart 
before the horse. 

That is to the extent that the summer season 
was introduced before the competition was re- 
formed amongst the cities, and promotion and 
relegation — the destroyer of proper investment 
in so many clubs — was laid to rest. 

ASW, with people like Charles Perkins and 
precious few others in the first place, pressed for 
the management survey of the game. 

Money was certainly a problem, but to listen to 
the statement that “we will do it ourselves” was 
beyond belief. 

This type of thinking should recede if the survey 
by Dr Graham Bradley is both efficient and intro- 
duced. 

The NSL needs a deal of fine tuning. It must be 
limited to four to six Sydney clubs, probably four 
Melbourne, two Adelaide, one Brisbane, one Wol- 
longong and one Newcastle, with other cities able 
to mount a case. 

As it stands inwationalities the NSL covers 
about seven basically, 

‘Yet, there are some 150 racial backgrounds of 
minor to major importance in Australia. 

No newspaper gets everything right all the time, 
even if it does have a high strike rate. 

The biggest outcry ASW received was when it 
pointed out that NSW would be well advised to 
run its own race or alternatively the NSL should 
regionalise. 

The difficulties that some clubs face indicate 
that this remains an option if the management 
review does not get it right. 

Eight NSW teams plus Brisbane and Newcastle 
could go well, and similarly six Melbourne and 
two Adelaide. 

The NSW Rugby League does not have two 
home and away rounds and does not lack success. 
Understandably the NSL moved to ABC-TV for 
its greater coverage but penetration without a 
monetary contribution has its burdens. 

Fortunately, the Australian Soccer Federation 
has produced a valuable degree of stability. 

But now, onto 1990! 

It is a matter of all working towards the most 
Sak are ea hen bom ata 
presents a setback. 


tricts. 

Demoted from Divi- 
sion 1: Fairfield City. 
Demoted to Division 3: 
Bankstown. 

Petersham Lusitanos 
have bought out Fairy 
Meadow and so join the 
competition. 

Relegated: Bathurst 
75. The division of 
course loses Sydney 
Macedonia and North 
Shore to Division 1, and 
will comprise of 14 
clubs. 

Division 3: Black- 
town United has been 
relegated. Cyprus Un- 
ited and North Ryde 
RSL have joined the 
competition, whilst 
Lemnos All Stars, with 
the support of the Lem- 
nos club at Belmore, 
has bought out Moore- 
bank. 


Some of the changes 
are logical, but there is a 
deal of unhappiness in 
the central West City of 
Bathurst over their fate. 

Bankstown, fighting 
off a challenge by local 
Tugby league interests, 
was not pleased over 
being dropped to Divi- 
sion 3. 

A Federation spokes- 
man said that Banks- 
town did not arrange to 
settle its outstanding 
account until just after 
the November 30 dead- 
line. 

Having been granted 
long-term use of the 
Potts Park ground with 
the Greyhound Club 
controlling the licensed 
club, Bankstown has 
local government sup- 
port and expects to re- 
ceive a clearance from 
the Department of 


AUSTRALIAN 
women’s soccer 
had learnt from its 
four-match tour of 
Japan, and was 
now on track for 
an appearance in 
the 1991 World 
Cup tournment, 
national coach 
Steve Darby said. 

“In fact, the 
Japanese will be 
following our strength 
program as part of 
their build-up to the 
Asian Champion- 
ships.” 

A number of players 
had come of age dur- 
ing the series — “Tra- 
cy Wheeler, the senior 
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Second Division Review 


New-look Campbelltown tops 
for resilience last season 


BY PAUL GOODWIN 


introduction to Second Di 


ONE of the NSW Soccer Federation’s fondest wishes when it 
introduced its much vaunted “Strategic Plan” was to see the 
State League truly representative of the various regions and the 
ion in 1988 of Campbelltown went 


a long way to addressing that issue. 


Here was a club 
formed by the happy 
amalgamation of two 
modestly successful, 
and formerly separate, 
clubs, Campbelltown 
City and Campbell- 
town Gunners. 

Instrumental in the 

decision must have 
been the superb poten- 
tial of the district and 
the youthful, but cap- 
able body of people 
holding office on the 
club's committee. 
Equipped with a 
ground at Macquarie 
Fields which has rapid- 
ly developed under 
astute management, 
the Vikings have made 
steady progress to- 
wards their eventual 
professed ambition of 
National League 
status. 
The 1989 season was 
not highly successful in 
terms of results, but 
the team under Willie 
Wallace and, later, 
Ray Byles, demons- 
trated a degree of re- 
silience and like so 
many others in the 
competition was 
severely disadvantaged 
by the constant in- 
terruptions by the wet 
weather, rendering 
their Bensley Road 
pitch frequently un- 
playable. 

The defence carried 
the team well through 
its opening matches, 
but after drawing 1-1 
at Gladesville and win- 
ning 3-0 at Bathurst 
early on and managing 
to hold Fairy Meadow 
to a scoreless draw on 
Brandon Park, a series 
of narrow defeats 


goalkeeper, has 
proved once and for all 
that she is internatio- 
nal class, defender Ali- 
son Forman was out- 
standing as was Sharon 
Wass in midfield.” 


Others had not 
made the grade. “I'll 
be having a private 
word with them over 
the next few weeks.” 

But perhaps the 
most encouraging sign 
was the adherence to 
discipline on and off 
the field. “I gave all 
the players a personal 
fitness program in the 
weeks leading up to 
the tour and they had 
followed it so well 
there was no need to 
do any further fitness 


against good teams 
dented the side's confi- 
dence somewhat and it 
was some time before 
the results improved. 


A prolonged abs- 
ence from the field 
meant that it was not 
until the 23rd round on 
July 15 that the Vik- 
ings returned to the 
winners’ list with a 2-1 
home win over 
Orange. 

This marked a re- 
vival which saw good 
wins over Bathurst, 
Bankstown and 


Gladesville, as well as. 


hard-fought draws 
with Waverley (twice), 
North Shore United, 
Dulwich Hill and 
Yugal. 

At the Annual Pre- 
sentation night held in 
September, Steve 
Blackburn was named 
Best and Fairest. 


work at the pre-tour 
camp.” 

He also believed 
that all future training 
matches should be 
against male opposi- 
tion. “Our work-out 
against the NSW under 
16 team, which we lost 
2-0, was an excellent 
preparation. 

As for the future, 
Australia had been 
asked to provide a 
team to play New Zea- 
land as a curtain raiser 
to the Trans-Tasman 
Cup competition be- 
tween the nations’ 
men’s teams, while a 
trip to Taiwan, to take 
part in the China Cup, 
was planned for 
November. 


Minto.is to be erected 

on the side of the 

ground directly oppo- 

site the newly con- 

structed pre-cast con- 

crete terracing which 
| extends for fully 60 
| metres and can cater 
for up to 750 specta- 
tors. 

A new scoreboard at 
the far end of the 
ground is to be instal- 
led and, to cap it all 
off, the club expects 
approval soon to begin 
construction of its own 
clubhouse just outside 
the main entrance, 

Sponsors Tony Pur- 


WILLIE WALLACE 


Tony Avellino who 
has returned from a 
spell with Wimbledon 
was Player's Player, 
while the most im- 


proved under 19 award 7 


went to 17-year-old 
Jamie Markou, a for- 
mer Gunners junior. 

A further award for 
Outstanding Junior 
‘was won by 18-year old 
goalkeeper David 
Lauric, who had a 
handful of first grade 
outings last season. 


The club stated its 
aims in a well pre- 
sented document at 
the start of the year 
that it intended to have 
one of its number 
elected to the Board of 
the Federation by 1992 
and with Steve Kenny 
it has achieved this at 
the outset. 

The junior club has 
also joined forces with 
the Macquarie Fields 
juniors to give added 
Strength to its opera- 
tions. 

The ground has 
been well cared for 
during the season by 
both Terry Muir, a 
junior committeeman 
and David Murray 
who have worked 
tirelessly to ensure that 
the pitch was in top 
condition. 


Final drainage work 
is due to be completed 
in January, soon after 
which training will be 
under way again after 
the Christmas break. 

Over 60 players 
have been going 
through their paces 
under coach Ray Byles 
and new assistant 
Steve Blacktown since 
mid-November and on 
Wednesday, January 11 
it all gets down to the 
serious work from 7 
o'clock. 

A new pressbox, 
courtesy of Opal Re- 
locatable Homes of 


/ 


cell Real Estate will 
continue their associa- 
tion with this progres- 
sive club and Reno 
Smash Repairs of 
Leumeah have agreed 
to become major spon- 
sors next term. 

Other financial 
assistance could be 
forthcoming as the 
Vikings set about the 
task of capitalising on 
their prestigious loca- 
tion, which is the envy 
of many other clubs in 

paete a: 


STATE 
LEAGUE 
REVAMP 


4 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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THE signs that NSW| 
will have a more| 
credible First Divi-| 
sion winter competi- | 
tion have improved. 

The State Leagne) 
clubs are in place, and if 
all goes according to 
plan, they will begin the | 
1990 season with a Chal- 
lenge Cup round-robin | 
competition. | 

The eight National 
League clubs in NSW 
are expected to join in| 
when the NSL ends in| 
Mi 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

I 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| May. | 

| Four NSL clubs and 

| six from NSW will com- | 

prise each divisions. | 

| 

The NSL club squads | 

| will comprise under 23 

| players, but up to four 

| over-limit players will! 

| be allowed. 

|. This will enable a 
and coming players to 

| emerge as well as PrO- | 

| viding a platform to 

| launch future stars for | 

| the Olympic Games| 

j_ (under 23) squad. | 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

\ 


This aim will require] 
some attention as the] 
players must be under | 
23 on August 1, 1992. 

There will certainly | 
be a number of clubs in 
the competition which | 
have the potential to 
draw well, to everyone's | 
advantage. 

It is well within the | 
bounds of reason to ex- 
pect that the greater de- | 
gree of professionalism 
in the NSL clubs could 
rub off on the NSW! 
clubs. 


Joao Havelange interview 


[Ee se ETS 
' JOHNNY WARREN 


the pros and cons be- 
cause Germany is rep- 
resented by two diffe- 
rent federations in 
FIFA. 

Q — When do you in- 
tend to retire as FIFA 


president? 

A — I will stand for re- 
election at the Rome 
Congress on June 7, 
1990. Every Con- 
federation has official- 
ly requested I stand 
again. I will continue 
in the job, getting 
FIFA ready for the 
21st century. 

Q — Will your main 
objective in the years 
ahead still be the uni- 
propagation of 


soccer? 
A — Japan and China 
have already applied 
for the 2002 World 
Cup, that is very signi- 
ficant. 

But soccer does not 
belong to me. It be- 


world. Now there are 
100 million, and we 
have one million re- 
ferees. 

When the World 
Cup concludes on July 
8, 1990 15 billion peo- 
ple, many times the 
population of earth, 
will have watched the 
games on television. 

No other event on 
this planet could even 
come close to match- 
ing those numbers. 

Soccer will always 
be soccer. 

There will be prob- 
lems, but FIFA 

will solve them. 


America Cali 


dishanded 


ONE of the most 
famous clubs in 


JOAO HAVELANGE 


longs to the youth of 


——— — Sok: «thy Id. 
| This is the interview of FIFA president Jono] “Whe 1 became 


\Havelange which appeared in L’EQUIPE, the| president in 1974 there 
[French sports be eater firculation in| were 40 million regis- 
|the world, conducted by GERARD MAR’ - tered players in the 


South America, 
America Cali, is no 
more. 

The three-time run- 
ners-up of the Liberta- 
dores Cup have gone 


Jubilant Cameroun players chair their Soviet coach Nepomniasci after 
beating Tunisia to qualify for the World Cup finals. 


Q — The 1990 World 
Cup is almost upon us, 
then it will be the 
USA’s turn to stage the 
event in 1994. Did the 
Americans’ qualifica. 
tion for the Italian 
finals reassure you? 

A — I already was! As 
everyone who watched 
the 1984 Los Angeles 
Olympics I saw the 
Americans’ enthu- 
siasm for soccer. Don't 
forget soccer at the '84 
Olympics attracted 1.4 
million spectators. I 
don’t think the success 
of the 1994 World Cup 
would have been 
affected whatsoever 
had the Americans 
failed to make it to 
Italy. 

Q— Can you comment 
on the African and 
Asian claims for a third 
berth in the World Cup 
finals? 

A — The Africans and 
Asians are given three 
spots at the Olympics 
but this competition 
apparently has not 
caught their fancy. 

Why? Because, un- 
like the World Cup, 
they are not guaran- 
teed $650,000 per 
game — yes that is the 
mimimum countries 
will earn in Italy. 

The Third World na- 
tions want an extra 
berth in the World 
Cup finals for financial 
reasons. But we must 
not forget the World 
Cup is the sport’s 
showpiece. 

We have to show- 
case only the very best. 
Q — Are you saying 
FIFA will stick with 
two African and Asian 
finalists im 19947 
A — FIFA’s Technical 
Committee: is studying 


this vexed matter. 
Maybe they will come 
up with inter-zone 
play-offs. 

Tt could be that the 
third African and 
Asian qualifier will 
have to play off against 
European countries 
for a berth in the 
finals. 

Soccer is a sport, 
politics shouldn’t come 
into it. 

Q — Talking about 
politics, lots of things 
have happened in the 
world recently. The 
Berlin wall has just 
come tumbling down 


A — 1 could see it 
coming. The East Ger- 
mans were becoming 
claustrophobic, but 
you can’t jail millions 
of people forever. 
Changes were inevit- 
able. 

Q — We also saw the 
two Koreas decide to 
field a unified soccer 
team at the next Asian 
Games, Another step 
to peace through 
sport? 

A — The Asian World 
Cup qualifier between 
North and South 
Korea in Singapore 
was very uplifting. 
South Korea won but 
at the end of the game 
all the players 
embraced each other. 
Q — Can one envisage 
a single German team 
even before the 
reunification of 

2 


A — If the two Koreas 
can do it, why not 
Germany? 

They have the same 
language, customs and 


EXTRA 


CONTROL 
1S OUT 


FIFA has ruled out 
extra crowd control 
measures for next 
year’s World Cup tie 
between England 
and Holland. 

FIFA president Joao 
Havelange said the 
organisation was work- 
ing on a security system 
to control fans at all 52 
games during the 
tournament. 

The England-Holland 
clash will be played on 
the remote island of 
Cagliari in a bid to iso- 
late two of Europe’s 
most notorious sets of 
fans, 


Despite massive 
security, last year’s 
European champion- 
ship clash between the 
Netherlands and Eng- 
land was marred by 
street riots. 

Furthermore, a sche- 
duled friendly match be- 
tween the two countries 
to be played in Rotter- 
dam last week was cal- 
led off for security 
reasons. 

In a related story, the 
owner of a world- 
famous Sardinian bar 
has decided not to sell 
alcohol on the days of 
England’s three match- 
es in the soccer World 
Cup Finals there next 
summer. 

Marius Mariosardara, 
whose Bar Marius in 
Cagliari is filled with 
soccer memorabilia, has 
decided to set an exam- 
ple and other bar own- 
ers are doing the same. 


into liquidation. 

All players have 
been released and the 
club will not resume 
competition when the 
suspended Colombian 
competition restarts. 

Several Colombian 
soccer clubs, including 
America de Cali, were 
said to be financed by 
drug barons. 


THIS week fans are again asked who will 
win the 1990 World Cup. 


You can register your vote by dialling 0055- 
20526 or 0055-20527 and leave your choice after 
the 


tone. 
Results will be published in next week’s 
of ASW. 


SOCCER chiefs 
said they want to 


stop hooligans 
coming to Italy for 


Action from the Asian World Cup qualifier 
between South Korea (dark strip) and the 
United Arab Emirates in Singapori 

countries qualified for Italia ‘90. 


next year’s World 
Cup finals and sai 
the interior mi 
ters of all nations 
taking part should 
make an effort to 
keep them away. 
““We don’t want 
troublemakers coming 
to Italy for the World 
Cup,” Italian Football 
Federation chief Anto- 
nio Matarrese told re- 
porters after a meeting 
on security for the 
tournament with Ita- 
lian Interior Minister 
Antonio Gaya. 
“*Therefore, 
together with FIFA 
secretary-general 
Joseph Blatter we sug- 
gested that Gava 


Obtain 
ASW 
every 

Wednesday! 


establish contacts on 
this question with his 
counterparts in the 
other interested na- 
tions.” 

Matarrese said he, 
Blatter and the head of 
the local World Cup 
organising committee, 
Luca Di Montezemo- 
lo, were particularly 
worried about trouble 
from English and 
Dutch soccer fans. 

He did not elabo- 
rate. 

They also gave Gava 
a detailed list of secur- 
ity requirements for 
visiting players, mana- 
gers and referees at the 
tournament, 

“These people must 
be protected in their 
hotels, training 
grounds, at stadiums 
and in all situations,” 
Matarrese said. 


World Cup tickets 


SEVENTY million dollars worth of World 
Cup finals tickets have already been 


sold. 


At this early stage — with the finals due to kick 
off on June 8, 1990 — 60 percent of tickets 
allocated abroad have already been snapped up. 

Japan, would you believe, alone, accounts for 
18 percent of all foreign sales? 

All tickets for the opening game in Milan 
between Argentina and Cameroun have gone. 

As for the final, tickets were sold months ago. 

There were some 700,000 applications for tick- 
ets for the final on July 8, but the stadium in 
Rome can only accommodate 80,000 spectators! 


/ 
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POINTS COMPILED BY JOE Di MEGLIO 


SUNSHINE’s Ossie Latif was the NSL’s 
top points earner at the conclusion of 
the first seven rounds of the inaugural 
summer season. 

Latif averaged 7.17 points for the six matches 
he played before being sidelined for the remainder 
of the season. 

Latif is the only player to have averaged more 
than seven points from marks awarded by ASW 
writers. 

Wollongong City defender David Skeen would 
also have averaged 7 points, had he not been sent 
off — mistakingly, we may add — against Sydney 
Olympic. 

Players earn no points for a send-off. 


GOALKEEPER 


Robert Zabica Adelaide City 6.57 
Bob Catlin Marconi 6.43 
John Filan St George 6.43 
Clint Gosling Sydney Olympic 6.43 
Alex McPherson —_Melita Eagles 6.43, 
Tony Pezzano Apia Leichhardt 6.29 
Joe Rados Melb Croatia 6.29 
Zeljko Kalac Sydney Croatia 6 

Bill Londos Blacktown 6 

Dragan Pupovac Wollongong City 6 


George Jolevski Preston Make 6.71 
Shaun Parton Sunshine GC 6.40 
Robert Wheatley Marconi 6.29 
Washington Gonzalez Melita Eagles 6.14 
George Hannah Melb Croatia 6.14 
Alex Tobin Adelaide City 6.14 
John Wadell Sunshine GC 6.14 
David Barrett Sydney Olympic 6 
Alfredo Barrios Melita Eagles 6 
Neville Flounders Adelaide City 6 
Theo Selemides Melb Croatia 6 
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Sydney Olympic’s Gary Phillips occupies 
second piace with a 6.86 average and four players 
share third place with 6.71 — George Jolevski, 
Tom McCulloch, Graham Arnold and Kevin 
Hagan. 

The “Team of the NSL’’, based on points 
awarded to date, includes two players from Mar- 
coni and Sydney Olympic but, surprisingly, none 
from high-flying Melbourne Croatia. 

Watch ASW early next year for an announce- 
ment on sponsorship for our Player of the Year 
award, and also a special prize for the top 
goalkeeper. 

Another points update will be published at that 
time. 


Gary Phillips 
Tom McCulloch 
Alex Bundalo 
Robert Ironside 


Sydney Olympic 6.86 
Marconi 6.71 
Apia Leichhardt. 6.57 
Sydney Olympic 6.48 


Ian Gray Marconi 6.40 
John Gibson Blacktown City 6.33 
Craig Foster Sunshine GC 6.17 
Branko Milosevic Melb Croatia 6.14 
Kim Taliadoros South Melbourne 6.14 
Jeff Faulkner Sunshine GC 6 
Paul Foster Sunshine GC 6 
Gary Hasler Sunshine GC 6 
Peter Katholos Marconi 6 
Mike Petersen South Melbourne 6 


Ossie Latiff Sunshine GC VAT 
Graham Arnold Sydney Croatia 6.71 
Kevin Hagan Sydney Olympic 6.71 
John Markovski Melb Croatia 6.43 
Greg Brown Melita Eagles 6.33 
Joe Mullen Adelaide City 6.29 
David Lowe Marconi 6.17 
Danny Crainie Wollongong City 6.14 
Ziatko Nastevski Marconi 6.14 


Richard Lorenc 8 (4 games) 
Peter Spiers 7.33 (3 games) 
John Santa Isabel i (4 games) 
Chris Bambridge 6.8 (5 games) 
Jim Reeves 6.8 (5 games) 


1. Robert Zabica 
2. Washington Gonzalez 
3. George Jolevski 


(Adelaide City) 
(Melita Eagles) 
(Preston Makedonia) 


4, Robert Wheatley (Marconi) 
5, Shaun Parton (Sunshine GC) 
6. Gary Phillips (Sydney Olympic) 
7. Tom McCulloch (Marconi) 


8. Alex Bundalo 
9. Ossie Latiff 
10. Graham Arnold 
11, Kevin Hagan 


(Apia Leichhardt) 
(Sunshine GC) 
(Sydney Croatia) 
(Sydney Olympic) 


idelined Ossie Latif top of the class 


3 Soe 
Ossie Latif in full cry. 
What a shame 
ASW’s current play- 
ers’ points leader is 
out of action for the 
remainder of the 
1989/90 season. 


eae 
Hohe he 
; 


JEFF OLVER 
(Heidelberg United) 


PLAYER 


NAME: Jeff Olver 

POSITION: Nationa! goalkeeper 

HEIGHT:1.80m. 

WEIGHT: 83 kilos 

MARITAL STATUS: Married to Helen 

BIRTHPLACE: Melbourne 

DATE OF BIRTH: 25.12.60. 

HOME SUBURB: Mill Park 

OCCUPATION: Development Officer with VSF 

PREVIOUS CLUB: Sunshine Heights, Albion 
Rovers, Melbourne Croatia. 

NICKNAME: “Walrus” 

CAR: Commodore SLE 

BEST FRIEND: Charlie Yankos 

FAVOURITE FOOD: Greek and Italian 

FAVOURITE DRINK: Bourbon and Coke 

FAVOURITE MUSIC; All types 

FAVOURITE TV SHOW: Hallo, Hallo 

FAVOURITE MOVIE: Good Morning Vietnam 

FAVOURITE POSITION: Goalkeeper 

FAVOURITE GROUND: Olympic Park 

FAVOURITE LOCAL PLAYER; Steve Blair 

FAVOURITE OTHER SPORTS: Golf and tennis 

MOST MEMORABLE MATCH: Australia's 4-1 
victory over Argentina in the Gold Cup at the 
Sydney Football Stadium. 

BIGGEST THRILL: Playing in the Olympic Games 
in Korea. 

BIGGEST DISAPPOINTMENT: Not making the 
1990 World Cup Finals. 

WORST INJURY: Damaged medial cartilage to 
right knee. 

HARDEST OPPONENT: John Kosmina 

MOST PROMISING TEAM-MATE: Dean 
Anastasiadis 

AMBITIONS: To be healthy, rich and happy. 

BIGGEST INFLUENCE ON CAREER: My dad 

FAVOURITE OVERSEAS PLAYER: Peter Shilton 

PERSON YOU'D MOST LIKE TO MEET: Clint 

Eastwood 


— compiled by John Economos 


TRAVEL CENTRE 


, THE SOLE 
TOUR OPERATOR 
FOR AUSTRALIA 
ANEW ZEALAND 


and tourism in this century, will be played in Italy. 


‘The package includes: 

— 16 stadium tickets for: 
7 first round matches 
4 eight final matches 


FROM JUNE 9 TO 


or join our 


JULY 9, 1990 
. 2quaretnalmaches p k. g 
31 DAYS AND 1 semifinal match rou pac age 
30 NIGHTS rd and 4th place final 

Istand 2nd place final 


Bus transport & hotel 
accommodation include 


SECOND ROUND 
AND FINALS 


The package includes: 


— 8 stadium tickets for: 
eighth final matches 
2 quarterfinal matches 


FROM JUNE 22 TO 
JULY 9, 1990 

18 DAYS AND 

17 NIGHTS 


1 semifinal match. 

Ist and 2nd place finals 
Bus transport & hotel 

accommodation included 


PERSONALITY 


The Event of the Century 


THE WORLD SOCCER CUP = 


THE ENTIRE CHAMPIONSHIP 


r Reservati 


Pino Spambcllene 


TOUR LEADER 


OCEANIA is alive 
and well, accor- 
ding to Confedera- 
tion president 
Charlie Dempsey. 

That astonishing 
prognosis appeared in 
the December 20 issue 
of New Zealand’s in- 
formative SOCCER 
EXPRESS. 


again following the 
FIFA executive meet- 
ing in Rome on De- 
cember 8. 

Sir George started 
the ball rolling with a 
broadside claiming 
FIFA had declared 
Oceania would cease 
to exist as a confedera- 
tion from 1995, losing 
all of its confederation 
benefits. 

But Dempsey quick- 
ly shot back denoun- 
cing the claim adding 
that he saw Oceania 
gaining full confedera- 
tion status in 1995. 

What's happened is 
that FIFA has told 
Oceania it has to make 
sure the game is de- 
veloping in all areas of 
its domain in 1995, 

“We have now been 
given five years to get 
this development right 
and FIFA has pro- 
vided $150,000 a year 
over a four-year period 
to assist with this,” 
says Dempsey. 

He claims this sort 

of support trom the pa- 
rent body plus the fact 
that Oceania has been 
granted direct entry 
into the next under 17 
and 20 World Cup fi- 
to be in if it was nals is ample evidence 
deemed to be in a sick- of FIFA’s confidence 
ly condition... in the region. 
THE bitter feud be- “If we are not a con- 
tween Oceania boss federation we would 
not be getting direct 
entry into these fi- 
nals.”" he says 


CHARLIE DEMPSEY 


The full article by 
Ross Birkett is re- 
printed below with no 
further comment, ex- 
cept that one shudders 
to think what shape 
the Oceania Con- 
federation would have 


20 SMART STREET 


PELEPHONE 


FAX: 727 3869 


5 tiilan 


Participating teams 


Total no. of matches 


Cities hosting matches 12 


Packaging and group sales 
enquiries welcome 


A GREAT PLACE TO MEET 


COACH OF THE YEAR: 


BERTI MARIANI 
SPECIAL GUEST ON TOUR 


Oceania “alive and 
well” — Dempsey 


“Oceania is going 
ahead and the only 
problem is the 
awkwardness of Aus- 
walia, 

“The problem all 
along is that Sir Arthur 
has been trying to get 
Australia into the 
Asian Confederation,” 

Australia left 
Oceania in 1978 but its 
bid to become a mem- 
ber of the Asian region 
was turned down and 
they hightailed it back 
into Oceania. 

Dempsey is now de- 
termined that progress 
be made to meet the 
1995 deadline so full 
membership of FIFA 
is obtained. 

“We have been 
given the opportunity 
to develop. We asked 
for six years but have 
been given five,” he 
sa 


“Right now we are a 
bit better off than we 
were before the Rome 
meeting and now we 
have got to go on. 
Over the next five 
years it’s on the play- 
ing field where we 
really got to show our 
strength.” 

The Oceania presi- 
dent now hopes the 
Trans-Tasman feud 
can be done away with 
so the region as a 
whole can “‘work 
together towards 
1995." 


FAIRFIELD, NSW 2165 
(02) 728 1403 © 727 2417 
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GREG BLAKE comes clean 
and reveals a dark secret 


IT’s nearly New Year and | figure it’s about time to come clean 
and get something off my chest. 


I don’t like Sydney. 

There, I’ve said it. 

Sydney, the city that 
is loud, brash, ugly and 
usually its inhabitants 
charge around at a 
hysterical pace making 
life generally miser- 
able for visitors. 

But if I dislike Syd- 
ney the city, I down- 
right detest Sydney's 
football teams. 

That's right, I’ve 
never liked them — 
any of them. 

I don’t mean the 
hybrid Sydney Swans 
of Aussie Rules fame. 

Nor do I mean the 
rugby league and un- 
ion teams. 

Rugby is a sport to 
be completely ignored 
unless you’re an 
oafish, braindead New 
South Welshman or 
Queenslander. 

No, I save my (until 
now secret) contempt 
for Sydney’s QNSL 
clubs. 

I've covered NSL 
matches for a decade 
now and my stomach 
has churned every time 
a Sydney team wins 
anything. 

Sydney teams are 
usually arrogant show- 
ponies or just plain 
bunnies who go about 
the business of surviv- 
ing by hacking, kick- 
ing, maiming and pun- 
ching their way to 
survival. 

If the NSL had 
things its way there 
would be a 14-team 
NSL comprising 13 
Sydney clubs and a 
token loser like Wol- 
longong to make up 
the numbers. 

The absurd promo- 
tion system assuring a 
NSW team goes up 
every year will see that 
dream eventually 
come true. 

Which, in one sense, 
would be fine because 
we Melbourneites 
wouldn’t have to put 
up with flying visits by 
the silvertails from 
Sydney every couple of 
weeks. 

Sydney clubs only 
exist to give Melbou- 
re clubs a mission in 
life. 

They prattle on ab- 
out junior develop- 
ment and at the same 
time are spending the 
oodles of loot rung 
through the poker 
machines on buying up 
the best talent in the 
country. 

I loathe covering the 
Sydney teams when 
they fly south. 

There’s nothing 


humble or nice about 
the way they play or 
the way they prance in 
and out of our fair city. 


the NSW teams 
couldn’t win a brass 
1azoo. 

By the way, I’m 


Paul Trimboli celebrating a pee against NSW 
opposition — and bringing a warm glow to 


Melbourne editor Greg Blake! 


When they (de- 
servedly) get beaten 
(and preferably 
thrashed) out come the 
excuses. 

More often or not 
it’s the basically crappy 
standard of team or 
ground we turn out 
here in Melbourne. 

“The pitch was terri- 
ble,” they bleat. 

“‘How can a team 
with our quality play 
football on a ground 
not fit for pigs?” 

“We come all this 
way to play on a cow 
paddock.” 

I’ve heard them 
come to Melbourne 
and trot out these ho- 
ary old excuses for 
year after year. 

And they meant it. 

Sometimes I get the 
feeling that they really 
expect us to cower 
down at their feet, beg 
forgiveness and sug- 
gest a petition be sent 
to the NSL asking that 
all Melbourne clubs be 
forced to play their fix- 
tures in Sydney until 
we can come up to 
standard. 

Which, for Sydney 
clubs, would probably 
mean never. 

And mark my 
words, the NSL would 
probably go along with 
it. 


In my mind Sydney 
clubs will always be 
losers. 

When they had to 
meet us in head-to- 
head title battles be- 
tween 1984 and 1986 


spending my annual 
two weeks’ leave in, 
you guessed it, 
Sydney. 

Merry Christmas 
from ASW’s Melbou- 
te team. 


Despite a high profile 
it’s still simple Kimon. 


BY GREG BLAKE 


DESPITE his new 
high-profile as 
both the strong 
man and a key in 
the South Melbou- 
re forward set-up 
these days, Kimon 
Taliadoros (he pre- 
fers Kimon to Kim) 
remains a fairly 
humble young star 
of the QNSL. 

Even on his selec- 
tion to the Melbourne- 
based training squad 
for the Socceroos the 
broad-shouldered 
Middle Park power- 
house couldn't be 
drawn into praise of 
his own form. 

“Tt came as a total 
surprise because I 
hadn’t considered 
figuring in the national 
coach’s plans,” said a 
surprised Taliadoros. 

“T’ve got a long way 
to go before I make it 
in the NSL but now 
that I’ve got a chance 
(with the national 
squad) I'll try my best 
to make the most of 
it 

Taliadoros’ form 
this season has marked 
him as one of the 
emerging young stars 
to watch in the NSL. 

A sometimes erra- 
tic, young talent he ar- 
rived on the scene with 
a bang in 1988 in a 
home game against 
Apia after coming on 
aS a substitute. 

“In almost “Boys 
Own Annual’ style he 
scored two second half 
goals — including 
South Melbourne’s 
jury-time winner — 


State League teams chosen 


BY GREG BLAKE 


DOVETON, Broadmeadows, Oakleigh 
and Knox City have been selected as the 
four clubs to make up Victoria's 12-team 


State League for 1990. 


The four First Divi- 
sion clubs, which 
finished 9th, 10th, 3rd 
and 4th respectively on 
the ladder this year, 
will join eight other 
clubs in what is virtual- 
ly a State League 
minor division next 
year. 

Victoria’s premier 
league for the 1990 
season will be the con- 
troversial State Super 
League. 

The Victorian Soc- 
cer Federation pushed 
ahead with its plans for 
the Super League after 
a board of manage- 
ment voted to go 
through with the plan 
three weeks ago. 

The Super League 
will be made up of the 
top 10 clubs in 
finishing order on the 
1989 State League lad- 
der, plus both rele- 
gated Melbourne NSL 
clul 
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The bottom six from 
last year’s State 
League competition 
and six teams from the 
First Division will 
make up the numbers 
in the new State 
League competition. 

Springvale City and 
Maribyrnong Polonia’s 
positions in the new 
State League have not 
been confirmed and 
they will still have to 
argue their case for in- 
clusion to the State 
League board of man- 
agement. 

Polonia and Spring- 
vale finished at the 
foot of the 1989 State 
League ladder. 

It is likely that they 
will retain their place. 

Doveton, Broad- 
meadows, Oakleigh 
and Knox City, all 
clubs with at least 
some previous Sate 
League experience, 
were admitted to the 
new competition by 


KIM TALIADOROS — still much to learn de-. 
spite a new, elevated status. 


a 5-4 victory over the 
Sydney club. 

But it has taken 18 
months for the some- 
times selfish, once 
raw-boned striker to 
truly establish himself 
as a player of senior 
quality. 

“Brian (Garvey) 
gave me the opportun- 
ity and showed his 
faith in what I could 
do,” Taliadoros says of 
his former Hellas 


the State League 
board of management 
a fortnight ago. 

Both the Super 
League and the State 
League will kick off on 
February 24 and the 
season will end in the 
second week of July to 
allow Melbourne’s 
NSL promotion hope- 
ful every chance of 
Preparing for its natio- 
nal competition play- 
off fixtures. 


Teams for the new 


Victorian 
League are: 
Heidelberg, Mel- 
bourne JUST, Bruns- 
wick Juventus, Mor- 
well Falcons, Caulfield 
City, St Albans 
Croydon City, Green 
Gully, Northcote City, 
Altona Gate, Thomas- 
town, Bulleen. 
The State League 
clubs are: Frankston 
Pines, Ringwood City, 
Box Hill, Fawkner, 
Mooroolbark, Albion 
Turk Gucu, Doveton, 
Broadmeadows City, 
Oakleigh, Knox City, 
Springvale City, Polo- 
mia Maribyrnong. 


Super 


coach. 

“I think perhaps he 
was a little disap- 
pointed in that I didn’t 
aproach the game in 
the way he might have 
liked me to though. 

“T’m really enjoying 
playing under the new 
coach, Mr Puskas, as it 
is a completely new ex- 
perience. 


“He has encouraged 
us to express, ourselves 
with the ball. 

“He is a great 
character himself and I 
think he wants that in- 
corporated into the 
team.”” 

Not that Taliadoros 
is taking his first team 
spot for granted just 
yet. 

Despite a whirlwind 
start to the summer 
season the solidly built 
Hellas front-man says 
there is too much qual- 
ity at Middle Park to 
take anything for 
granted. 

“Let's just say I’m 
thankful at keeping my 
place in such a strong 
squad at the club,” he 
says. 

“I'd like to think 
T’ve earned my place 
but that’s not for me to 
say. 

“I’m doing my best 
and it’s just a great 
feeling being involved 
and being part of a 
team that is winning.” 

Taliadoros’ value to 
South Melbourne’s ti- 
tle challenge cannot be 
underestimated. 

Hellas has long been 

as one of the 
‘nicer’ teams in the 


competition but with | 


little heart for the hard 
stuff against the more 
Physical outfits — and 
there are a few. 


a 

Taliadoros is big, 
strong and willing and 
he is prepared to put 
his body on the line to 
look after the likes of 
Paul Trimboli and Pe- 
ter Tsolakis, both of 
whom tend to take a 
battering against the 
physical teams. 

He is also strong in 
the air and thus he 
gives the Hellas attack 
another dimension 
“when going forward. 

“T’ve always played 
the game that way,” he 
says of his no-nonsense 
style. 

“But although it’s 
always been part of my 
game it is only recently 
that people have 
Started bringing it to 
my attention. 

“I don’t work on my 
body strength or any- 
thing, it’s just part of 
my natural way of 
playing. I never want 
that to be the large 
part of my game but I 
can play hard and if I 
help the team then I’m 
doing a job. 

“We have a small 
forward line and it is 
important that we 
show some heart when 
the going gets tough. 
“So if I can help out 
like that I will. 

“But it is nothing I 
work on and certainly 
nothing I am conscious 
of.” 

As for the 1989/90 
Hellas campaign, 
Taliadoros believes the 
team has the ability 
and confidence to go 
on with the job. 

“Based on what has 
happened so far and if 
we get a little bit of 
luck, we can go all the 
way,” is his final word. 


I | 
CONTINUED FROM | 
ie PEE | 
: $400,000 annually as | 
its share of the Quit | 
| sponsorship, but four | 
national teams must | 
| now be supported. I 
| The under 20 youth | 
| team has to face up to | 
| its Oceania qualifier | 
| for the World Youth | 
Cup in Papua New | 
| Guinea next Septem- 
ber, and prior to that | 
| has’a camp at the AIS | 
Pp 
| as well as a proposed | 
| Asian tour. | 
| Israel will be a| 
Is sone opponent in | 
|? | 
| 
| 
| 


oe under 23 Olym- 
pic side must have a 
camp and a late 1990 | 
tour is being sought. 
On top of that, the 1 
under 17 team must be | 
| prepared, beginning 
with a February camp, | 
also at the AIS. | 
j But, meanwhile, the | 
I public is looking for | 
Socceroo matches | 
against attractive visi- | 
I tors to complement the | 
| tour by the all-star I 
| Torpedo Moscow unit. 
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Marconi’s Gerry 
Gomez still hasn’t 
given up hope of play- 
ing for his native Costa 
Rica in the World Cup 
finals. 

Gomez is elegible as 
his only appearances as 
a Socceroo have been 
against club sides, not 
national teams. 

kkk 


Melita Eagles will have 
to wait another week 
before their Argentine 
striker, Sergio Falce, 
arrives. He never 
turned up at Sydney 
Airport when coach 
Raul Blanco went to 
greet him last Tuesday 


Richard Miranda 
made a visit to Mel- 
bourne to discuss the 
$20,000 transfer fee 
Hellas have put on his 
head. While there, he 
trained under Ferenc 
Puskas. Souths would 
like to have him back if 
and when he resettles 
in Melbourne after his 
work commitments in 
Sydney. 
ake 

PORT Adelaide may 
face a player crisis for 
the start of the new 
season. 

Seven players re- 
portedly are keen to 
leave the club and 


week. newcomers have been 
kek difficult to attract so 
NSW Soccer far. 


wk 


A _FULLY-QUAL- 
IFIED English coach 
who holds a full FA 
badge is now living in 
Sydney. 

Tim Breen is on the 
look-out for a club and 
can be contacted on 
630 4230. 

wkk 


TORPEDO Moscow 
will be accommodated 
at the NSW Soccer 
Federation’s Parklea 
headquarters when 
they are playing in 
NSW, rather than stay 
at hotels. 

Parklea is a more 
than adequate venue as 
it has a swimming pool 
and other facilities. 

But, according to 
tour promoters, Vodka 
is out! 


League club Can- 
berra Croatia has 
placed last sea- 
son's joint leading 
scorer, Gary Cole, 
on the transfer list, 
and the former in- 
ternational said 
the time might 
have come to 
“hang up my 
boots”. 


kkk 


ADELAIDE Hellas 
has been denied the 
chance of fixing up 
Greek international 
Kosta Kouis. 

He has turned down 
the chance to guest for 
the Adelaide club. 

Hellas president 
Michael Aroni 
ported that Kouis’ 
minent departure had 
caused a furore at his 
club Aris and the play- 
er had changed his 
mind about a move to 
Australia at this time. 

Morwell Falcons 
signing Billy Wright 
also gave Hellas a 
shock. 

He revealed after 
signing that he will 
have four games of a 
five-match suspension 
to serve and would not 
be available to Hellas 
until the new year. 

tk 


ASF chief Ian Brusasco 
impressed SA soccer 
leaders last week on his 
visit to plea for a levy 
on players. 

Brusasco met mem- 
bers of the SASF 
board, local referees 
and women’s soccer 
officials. He wants to 
impose a levy on each 
player in every state to 
help fund national 
team tours at senior 
and junior level. 


Cole, assistant coach 
of the Australian Insti- 
tute of Sport team, 
said he had not given 
any thought to playing 
next season. “I am 
very busy at the mo- 
ment and-it is the 
wrong time of the 
year. 

“But my business 
commitments are eat- 
ing into the time I can 
devote to playing.” 

teak 


ADELAIDE City’s 
mercurial midfielder 
Charley Villani looks a 
new man. 


A tubby and out of 
tune player after 
surgery on a trouble- 
some knee, Villani has 
been training twice a 
day under the guidance 
of City assistant coach 
Mario Corti. 


NEXT WEEK: Watch for a statement 
by the president of Southern Districts 
United Soccer Club. 


——————EE 
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hit Chat... ¢ 


CONGRATULA- 
TIONS ABC TY — 
The brief segment on 
300-game man Sergio 
Melta, of Adelaide 
City, was a beauty. 
Talking of Adelaide 
City — just where does 
Socceroo Alex Tobin 
get those socks? 
Perhaps they are 
lucky ones but they 
now are almost blue 
compared with his 
team-mates’ white, 
akk 


ADELAIDE Hellas 
skipper Alby Kidd has 
a starring role in a new 
SA film without 
appearing before the 
camera. 

Kidd, who played 
professionally in Scot- 
land, is the soccer co- 
ordinator for a new in- 
dependent SA film, 
called “Riders on the 
Storm. 

It is a heart-warming 
story of a group of in- 
tellectually disabled 
youngsters who gain a 
new insight on life by 
forming a soccer team. 

The movie will be 
released at the Cannes 
Film Festival in May 
and thereafter will be 
for general release. 

hk 


SYDNEY Croatia will 
— quite rightly — 
persevere with coach 
Ron Corry despite the 
team’s disastrous start 
to the season. There 
were strong rumours 
Corry and the club 
would company 
after Croatia’s very 
unlucky Round 7 loss 


to Sydney Olympic. 


women’s soccer team which toured Japan earlier this month. TOP ROW: 

Michelle Sawyers, Linda Hughes, Tracey Wheeler, Annissa Tann, Jane Oakley and Debbie 

Nichols. MIDDLE: Kieran Fallon (doctor), Elaine Watson (manager), Moya Dodd, Julie 

Murray, Steve Darby (coach), Alison Forman, Claire Nichols, Sonia Gegenhuber and Dennis 

O’Brien (tour leader). FRONT: Carolyn Monk, Janine McPhee, Carol Vinson (captain), Angela 
Jannotta and Sharon Wass. — COUNTRYWIDE PHOTOGRAPHICS. 


MANNY Anezakis 
has signed for Heidel- 
berg. The South Mel- 
bourne defender was 
at his new team’s first 
training session last 
week, 


Gutendorf coached 
Australia in its ill-fated 
1982 World Cup cam- 


sensational 


tk 


BEST WISHES for a 
complete recovery to 
Sandra Mistler from 
the NSW Soccer 
Federation office. She 
collapsed in the office 
over a month ago and 
is making sound pro- 
gress after being in a 
very low condition. 
kkk 


THE NSW Federation 
has taken District 
Court action to recover 
a debt from officials of 
the Kingsford Hellenic 
Soccer Club. 


ake 
Adelaide Hellas won't 
budge. They are still 
holding out for a 
$10,000 transfer fee for 
goalkeeper David 
Miller. 

Melbourne Croatia, 
who badly need a clas- 
sy goalkeeper, are very 
interested, but are only 
prepared to fork out 
$6,000. 


week 


GOALKEEPER Mate 
Grgic has started train- 
ing with St Albans 
after being placed on 
transfer by Melbourne 
Croatia. Also trying 
out for coach Branko 
Culina is Goran 
Runje. 


tk 


RUDI GUTENDORF: expectant father for the 
first ti ightly of 62. 


BHP 10 
SPONSOR 
AUSTRAL 


kkk 
MELITA Eagles strik- 
er Greg Brown has 
never played better. 
According to astute 
judges of the game, he 
is probably the most in- 


RON CORRY 

incidental- 
ly, are reported to have 
knocked back an offer 
to be coached by the 
controversial Rudi 


His coach, -Raul 
Blanco, claims there 
are not too many strik- 
ers around with two 


is simply amazed 

Brown is not an 
automatic choice for 
New Zealand. 


Gutendorf, erstwhile Newcastle took form of all the New such good feet. Brown last played 
Socceroo boss. the first step to- Zealand “imports” in As for Les Schein- for the All Whites in 
Prt wards a return to the __ the NSL. flug, the Blacktown 


Quit National [— 
League with the | 
signing of a lucrative | 
deal between Au- 
stral United and BPH | 
last week. 

The deal, worth 
$100,000 for the first 
season and more on 
a sliding scale for the 
following three 
years, is designed to 
bring NSL status to | 
Newcastle in the | 
1990-91 season. 

BHP has told the i 
club that the money I 
can be used to i 
purchase the players 
necessary to gain 


DESPITE his two 
goals in his debut for 
Preston Makedonia, 
Martin Woodall claims 
he is not a goal scorer. 

“TI don’t score many 
goals,” he says. 

He, like most peo- 
ple, is at a loss to 
understand why Pre- 
ston kicked off the 
1989/90 season so 
catastrophically. 

ake 

FORMER Socceroo 
supremo Rudi Guten- 
dorf is back in Sydney 
for the birth of his first 
child. 

He figures being 
here for about three 
months and would like 
to link up with a club. 


League Best & Fairest player, with Granville Chile’s trophy for the| 
club’s highest scorer during Ie 


along quite hap 
front man John Bell. 
Bell, who has hosted 
the ABC’s soccer show 
since it began in 1989, 
says he is now satisfied 
with the way everything 
is going after initial 
teething problems, 


levision coverage and summer soccer are going 
nd in hand, according to the ABC’s “Big Match” 


JOHN BELL — ‘Big Match’ presenter. 


“] think everything 
has picked up well for 
the summer season," 
Bell told ASW recently. 

“We started the year 
on a high after least sea- 
son’s finals series and 
the momentum has con- 
tinued. 

“To top things off, 
the standard of the 
games has been great 
and I’ve got no doubt 


that the firmer grounds 
have helped that. 
“Sometimes you have 
to be lucky with games 
you cover because 
you're always trying to 
crack it for a good one. 
“But this season there 
seems to be more good 
games than bad ones.” 
Bell, who wasn't cer- 
tain he'd be involved in 
this the second of five 


years of ABC NSL 
coverage, says the ABC 

ould be “reasonably 
‘satisfied’ with what it 
has achieved in such a 
short time. 


“I get the impression 
that they (the ABC 
administration) are satis 
fied with the way 

are going,” he said. 
“The feedback I've 
had has been pretty 
good, 

“Only one of our 
shows was in the ratings 
period but I believe the 
people-meters sug- 
gested there was a 
following for the ‘Big 
Mate 


Bell’s main offsider 
this season has been for- 
mer Aussie skipper 
John Kosmina and 
“Kossie’, who has never 
been backward in com- 
ing forward with the 
press, seems to have set- 
tled into his new media 
role well. 


Bell is impressed with 
Kosmina’s contribution, 
but says that the former 
NSL champion is still 
hold back. 


“John's probably 
dying to be a bit out- 
spoken but he’s edging 
his way into the job and 
getting used to things,” 
said Bell. 

‘But there is no 
doubt that John has 
been a it asset to the 
show and will continue 
to get better.” 
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CRAIG JOHNSTON: few will argue he 


Australia’s player of the decade 


PICK OF THE POST 


Preston ground 
| find it hard to believe after reading your Chit 
Chat page in the December 6 issue that some 
Maltese fans complained that Preston Make- 
donia’s ground was lumpy and bumpy. 


1 would like to know how they were allowed to go 
‘onto the pitch when we, the fans of Makedonia, 
were not. 

The way Melita is performing, they may not have 
to worry about travelling next season. 

They will surely be back in the NSW State 
League! 

BRANKO TRAJANOVSKI, 

Life Member, 

Preston Makedonia 

Torpedo tour 
WHEN will Australian soccer ever learn? 
1 cannot understand why Torpedo Moscow has 


been invited to tour Australia when a full European 
national team was available. 


| am referring to France. 
The French national team would have been de- 


‘aeecaae Sp 
ARGENTINAS 


Pecans 
ECO Ee sas a 


YA 


The South 


-SUITE 1203, 33 BLIGH STREET, SYDNEY, NSW 


AEROLINEAS, 


‘deserves to be voted Australia’s Soccer Player of the 
Eighties for his feats in England. Tony Dorigo, the first Australian-born full English 
international, and John Kosmina also come to mind as superstars of the decade. 


lighted to visit Australia in January and February. 

Had they been asked, they would selected Aus- 
tralia ahead of Kuwait, where they will spend two 
weeks in January. 

It's about time the Australian Soccer Fderation 
planned well in advance instead of making hasty 
tour arrangements with whoever is available at the 
last minute. 

European federations, unlike the ASF, plan 
almost a year ahead. 

It's time we do likewise. 
ARNAUD DEJEAN, 
Bondi, NSW 


SBS coverage 
1 couldn't agree more with Frank Scicluna 
(ASW December 13) that the creation of SBS 
was the most significant event for Australian 
soccer in the 1980s. 

‘SBS literally opened the world to Australians and 
their national coverage was also a tremendous 
boost for the code. 

And to think that the only thanks they got was to 
have domestic soccer taken away from them from 
ungrateful local officials! 

Only in Australia... 

DARIO PIGNO, 

Fairfield, NSW 


American 
Express 


From the 12th of December, Aerolineas 
Argentinas will fly twice a week, Wednesdays 
and Friday to Buenos Aires, with immediate 
connections to most capital cities in South 
America. 


Aerolineas Argentinas is the most convenient 
way to fly to South America. 


z DE J 
ARGENTINAS 


Aires — it’s on your way’ PHONE 233 8433 


NATIONAL INDOOR SOCCER 
LEAGUES PRESENTATION NIGHT 


JHNISL Men’s Player of the Year, Fortunato Carvalho 
(centre) with, on the left, Jim Kelso from James Hardie 
Industries and Neil Richardson, from the Australian 


commodore 


COMPUTER 


“7 


Brent, Executive Chairman Australian Futsal, Dawn Gilligan, NSW \ 
Futsal, Jim Kelso, James Hardie Industries, Mrs Dorthy Kelso, Jim 
Roberts, Australian Futsal National Executive Director. h bia 
| 
4 


t 


' The official table, from.left.to right. — Brian Anstee, James Hardie LP 
{ex-Chairman of JHNISL), Sarah Rosen, James Hardie Industries, Joe a iy 2 
Pa 
b ; 


Futsal president Charles Perkins. 


Bernie Duval (centre), Coach of the Year, with Jim Kelso and 
Neil Richardson. 


Women’ 
a “Mr Australian Futsal” Joe Brent - °"'S Coach 

‘"g Player of the Year Cindy Heydon addresses the gathering. "ational Coach, ioe Year and Indo, 
Women nt) with Mrs Eileen Perkins. James Hardie’s Jim Kel- Mrs Eileen wel Colopoulos, 4° 
(rig) so on the rostrum. Perkins, 
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Amateurs, Juniors 
and Schools News 


Send your stories and picturies to 
AUSTRALIAN SOCCER WEEKLY, PO BOX 406 BROADWAY 2007 
Telephone (02) 660 2033 FAX (02) 692 0649 


Holding the Commonwealth Bank Bill Turner Cup aloft are members of 
the 1989 winning team, Cambridge Park. They are Michael White, 
Steven Wragg, Mark Strachan, Tim Rosa, Craig Loxley and Neil Lam- 
Pard. In the background is senior co-ordinator Terry Hampton, Kevin 
Elliott from the Commonwealth Bank, Newcastle with his son Jason 


and Bill Turner. 


Newcastle 
wants in 


ALL three Newcastle 
junior associations 
— Newcastle, Mac- 
quarie and Hunter — 
have approached the 
NSW Amateur Syd- 
ney Branch to accept 
1990 entries from 
their under 11 and 12 
year representative 
teams into the Met- 
ropolitan Repre- 
sentative competi- 
tions. 

The proposal has 
been relayed to all Syd- 
ney-affiliated associa- 
tions, and it would sur- 
prise if it was not 
accepted at general 
meeting level. 

The Neweastle North- 
ern Branch Associations 
believe that their com- 


CENTRAL COAST 
COACHING CLINIC 


THE Central Coast 
Soccer Association 
Ltd will conduct a 
summer soccer 
coaching clinic for 
Players under 8 to 
under 17 from 
January 15 to 19 
January 1990, 

The clinic will be 
conducted by Jim 
Foley, Central Coast 
first grade coach, and 
will be run all day 
Monday to Friday 
9am-4pm at Pluim 
Park, Tuggeral Street, 
Lisarow at a cost of 
$70. 

Canteen facilities 
will be available for 
lunch, 


The clinic provides 
an >pportune chance 
for players to prepare 
for the new season 
during the Christmas 
school holidays. 


Enquiries can be 
made to Kevin Best 
043 28 4806 or write to 
P.O. Box 287 Woy 
Woy 2256. 
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petitions are being un- 
duly disrupted because 
of the loss of boys to the 
Newcastle Super 
League at an early age. 

A NSW Amateur 
Federation official said: 
“In many cases it will be 
quicker for teams to get 
to the Hunter area than 
it is to go to Ilawarra 
and Southern Branch 
due to the vastly im- 
proved road systems. 

“If the Newcastle re- 
quest wins acceptance 


AMATEUR APPOINTMENTS 


neal 


there will be a 10-team 
A Division and a 9-team 
B Division.” 

The competitions will 
be the most outstanding 
of that nature in Aus- 
tralia. 

The coverage will in- 
clude all of Sydney, 
Central Coast, Newcas- 
tle, Illawarra (Wollon- 
gong) and Southern 
Branch (Moss Vale, 
Bowral, Goulburn etc). 

— KEITH GILMOUR 


BY KEITH GILMOUR 
TWO important appointments will be 
put in train when the NSW Amateur 
Federation gets down to business early 
in the New Year. 


The first is that of 
Promotions Manager 
and the second of 
Assistant General 
Manager. 

Federation presi- 
dent John Hedison 
said: “The Promotions 
Manager will provide 
the state, the branches 
and associations with 
extra planning capacity 
as well as the ability to 
draw increasing num- 
bers of youngsters into 
soccer, 

“We can no longer 
expect this to occur 
automatically. 

“A lot of time has 
been going into 
marketing, but now we 
must concentrate on 
player strength again. 

“We must not lose 


numbers. It costs little 
more effort or finance 
for an association to 
cater for a thousand 
more juniors.” 

Soccer has the lead 
in NSW and aims to 
keep it. 

Other sports are 
now securing pro- 
fessional development 
officers. 

Soccer will be plan- 
ning for developing 
and redeveloping 
areas, including new 
suburbs and satellite 
cities such as north 
west of Kellyville and 
Schofield. 

Hedison instanced 
his own St George dis- 
trict as a redeveloping 


aes 


National U20 Futsal players John Fraser, 


Francis Chung, Brad Glassock, Dave Stuart 
and Benny Wills went 20 hours against va- 
ious opponents in their effort to 


each for their South American trip. 


possession last Friday. 


A new era for 
Canberra clubs 


BY GRAHAM COOKE 


THE ACT Soccer 
Federation has 
agreed to move to- 
ards an era of few- 
er, larger clubs — a 
decision which has 
already aroused re- 
sentment. 

The Federation's 
annual meeting 
approved in principle a 
Proposal that clubs 
should be encouraged to 
amalgamate with the 
aim of eliminating the 
one-team outfits within 
the next two years. 

The rationale is 
easier, less expensive 
administration. 

Executive director 
Paul FitzPatrick pointed 
‘out that a club with one 
team of around 15 play- 
rs cost as much to ser- 
vice as one with 10 
teams and 150 
members. 

“They have to be sent 
the same minutes, bills 
and other information,” 
he said. 

Smaller clubs also 
tended to be less effi- 
cient to their admi- 
nistration which in turn 
threw a greater burden 
on the federation in 
chasing up things like 
overdue fees. 

Under the federation 
plan, the remaining ‘su- 
per-clubs’ would each 
be given zones within 
which they would be re- 
sponsible for the prom- 
otion of the game and 
itment of play- 


to that which exists in 
Australian football in 
Canberra. 

But already the plan 
has been attacked by 
the president of the Pol- 
ish Australian Club, 
Stan Kwasik. 

He said the club 
wanted to revive the old 
White Eagles team, but 
had received an unen- 
thusiastic response from 
the federation. 

“They did not seem 
to want to bother with 
me, and when I got my 
application in they told 
me it was two days too 
late,” he said. 

[White Eagles was 
one of the two clubs 
which had applications 
for associate member- 
ship rejected at the 
annual meeting on the 
grounds they had not 
been received by the re- 
quired deadline.] 

“We want to start the 


team again because a  Ellem (APIA). 


number of Polish fami- 
lies have moved to Can- 
berra over the past few 
months and we now 
have a pool of potential 
players, 

“The team would 
have the full financial 
and administrative 
backing of the Polish 
Australian Club in Tur- 
ner and would be an 
efficiently run organisa- 
tion. 

“And there is no soc- 
cer club that currently 
covers the Turner- 
O’Connor-Lyneham 
area. 


“If we cannot have a 
team a few of the young 
boys will probably play 
elsewhere, but some 
will just go on playing 
snooker and drinking 
grog. 

“Really, they would 
like to form their own 
team and I do not see 
how the ACT Soccer 
Federation can be sup- 
porting the sport if they 
deny them the right to 
play as one.” 


Kwasik said he would 
continue to press his 
case with the senior 
league in the hope that a 
vacancy can be found. 


MARIANI’S 
NSW TEAM 


NSW coach Berti 
Mariani selected the 
following players for 
the match against 
Torpedo Moscow at 
Brandon Park, Wol- 
longong on January 
31: 


Bob Catlin (Marconi), 
John Filan (St George), 
Steve Calderan (Mar- 
coni), Mike Grebevski 
(Sydney Croatia), David 
Barrett (Sydney Olym- 
$ Pic), Robbie Wheatley 
4 (Marconi), Robbie 

Hooker (Sydney Olym- 
@ Pic), Jean-Paul de Marig- 

ny (Marconi), Gary Phil- 

lips (Sydney Olympic), 

Peter Katholos (Marco- 

ni), Mark Jones (Sydney 

Croatia), Rod Brown 
4 (APIA), Abbas Saad 
@ (Sydney Olympic), 
4 David Lowe (Wollon- 
t gong City), Zlatko Nas- 


SCOTS SCSSSSSSSOSSSSSSOSS 


teyski (Marconi), Brian 
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GLADESVILLE 
Hornsby is planning 
a major celebration 
for the opening 
game of the 1990 
State League Second 
Division competition 
at its new headqui 
ters on Christie Park, 
Ryde. 

All previous players 
and team officials are 
invited to attend a day 
which will not only 
mark the opening of the 
new facility, but will 
also a reunion and re- 
living of the club's 
bygone eras. 

Special guests will be 
the members of the 
club's first-ever district 
Federation side. 

The entire District 
Association is also being 
included in the celebra- 
tions as each member 
club will receive invita- 
tions for their players 
and officials to attend 
once the draw is known. 

The Christie Park 
venue has created un- 
precedented enthusiasm 
for the representative 
ranks throughout 
Gladesville-Hornsby's 
area in addition to pro- 

viding an office to 
be used on a full-time 
basis for administration 
headquarters. 

The club, which is 
attached to the GHFA, 
will again be fielding 
sides in the NSWSF 
State League Second 
Division, plus the 
NSWASF Youth 
League and metropoli- 
tan championship repre- 
sentative competitions. 

Coaches for the sea- 
son are First Grade; Les 
Decelis; Under 19: Bob 
Whiley; U17: Tony 
Clare; U1IS: Dave Hen- 


GALA DAY PLANNED 
GLADESVILLE-HORNSBY 


FOR | 


FOOTBALL ASS'N. 


ry; Ul4: Mike Hodg- 

; U13; Sab Travato; 
U12: Frank Rossettin; 
UFI1: Mike Alihodich. 
State League players 
will play in a semi-pro 
environment and De- 
celis is keen to promote 
as many Youth League 
products as possible into 
his senior ranks. 

Gladesville is aiming 
at First Division within 
the next three seasons 
and Decelis views the 
Christie Park opening as 
the completion of the j 
first stage of their plan- 
ning. 

The junior squads j 
have completed pre- 
liminary trials, 

Office bearers 
appointed at the recent 
annual general meeting 
include President: Steve 
Jupp; Vice-President: 
Tom’ Masulans; Secret- 
ary: lan MacLennan; 
Treasurer: Trevor 
Burge; Registrar: Denis 
Butt; MarketingcCo- 
ordinator: Mike Dono- 
hoe; Canteen co-ordina- 
tor; Margaret Bartsch; 
Equipment co-ordina- 
tors: Bob Whiley and 
Col Fourro; Newsletter 
editor: Diane Burge; 
Ground co-ordinator: 
Graham Smith; 
Coaching co-ordinator: 
Len Dunn, 

Further player or 
reunion information is 
available from Tom 
Masulans on 808 3926. 


Sponsors for women 


“SURELY there’s some company that's pre- 
pared to sponsor us!”’ | 
How many times has that been said, espe- 


cially in women’s football. 


Apart from the sup- 
port of the Australian 
Sports Commission, the 
Australian Women’s 
Soccer Association does 
not have a major spon- 
sor to supply cash for 
development, promo- 
tion, coaching or natio- 
nal teams even though 
there have been numer- 
ous attempts during the 
past few years to obtain 
sponsorship. 

Attractive and glossy 
proposals have been 
distributed and discus- 
sed with over 30 select 
companies but re- 
sponses to requests for 
cash sponsorship have 
not succeeded. Why? 
© the economic climate 
is not good at the mo- 
ment — come back in 
1991 
© our budgets have been 


set 

® can you guarantee TV 
coverage 

© we've just agreed to 
sponsor ... etc. etc. 
etc. 


But hockey and net- 
ball and other women’s 
sports have sponsor- 
ship, why doesn't 
soccer? 

Because we can't 
guarantee advertising or 


public exposure in re- 
turn for the money, 

The problems that the 
game faces include: 


1. no Olympic Games 
status 

2. no certainty re the 
World Cup 

3. no Commonwealth 
Games status 

4. no national or su- 
per league 


5. not enough in- 
ternational fixtures in 
Australia 

6. no high profile/elite 
events other than natio- 
nal titles 


What else can be 
done that will help 
secure a major sponsor- 
ship? 

1. lift public profile 
and image 

2. increase participa- 
tion 

3. increase publicity 
and media exposure on 
local levels 

4. promote national 
players 

5. improve the par- 
ticipation and standard 
of the national titles 

6. improve the stan- 
dard of the national 
teams 

7. host international 
events, 


| England dreams on | 


BY MIKE TICHER 


THE news that Eng- 
land have been 
drawn in the same 
World Cup group as 
Holland was greeted 
with dismay in many 
circles because of 
the security prob- 
lems posed by the 
two groups of fans, 
whose reputations 
for violence are the 
worst in Europe. 

It is an appropriate 
comment on the current 
plight of English foot- 
ball that so much atten- 
tion has been paid to the 
hooligan problem, 
almost to the exclusion 
of speculation about the 
team’s chances on the 
pitch. 

The prospect of tak- 
ing on two of the teams 
who beat them in the 
1988 European 
Championships in West 
Germany cannot be one 
which England will view 
with much relish. 

Can Bobby Robson's 
team expect to do any 
better in Italy? 

The most likely pros- 
pect seems to be for 
‘more of the same’. 

England's perform- 
ance in international 
competition throughout 
the 1980s has been con- 
sistent, but generally 
drab. 


BARREN 


Despite qualifying 
comfortably for four out 
of five of the World 
Cups and European 
Championships in the 
ast 10 years (the 
exception being the 
Europeans in 1984), 
England have failed to 
impress in any of the fi- 
nal series. 

In Spain in 1982, their 
inability to score against 
Spain and West Ger- 
many in the second 
phase group matches 
was the stumbling 
block, while in Mexico 
four years ago, re- 
spectability | was 
achieved only after woe- 
ful performances 
against Portugal and 
Morocco. 


The European 
Championships of 1980 
and 1988 proved to be 
even more barren 
ground, with England 
failing to progress 
beyond the group stage 
‘on both occasions. 

The 1990 campaign 
has followed a similar 
pattern to previous 
qualifications, with 
most of the perform- 
ances being solid rather 
than inspirational. 

England were the 
only team to go through 
the qualifying matches 
without conceding a 
goal, but three 0-0 
draws with Sweden 
(twice) and 
Poland, and then 
another in a friendly 
against Italy, hardly 
promise great excite- 
ments to come in Italy 
despite the more recent 
win over a depleted 
Yugoslavia. 

The fact is that the 
four years since the 1986 
World Cup have seen 
fews concessions in 
England to the tactical 
advances taking place 
elsewhere. 

Few clubs have prog- 


ressed to a sophisticated 
sweeper system, and as 
a result the national side 
too retains its traditio- 
nal four-man, zonal 
defence. 

In midfield, Robson 
persists in his prefer- 
ence for grafters rather 
than artists. 

Players such as 
McMahon, Phelan and 
Rocastle are highly 
effective in their own 
way, but in the World 
Cup finals the lack of 
creative brilliance in 
midfield will be all too 
apparent. 


Such old-fashioned 
and predictable 
methods will not strike 
much fear into the heart 
of the world’s best de- 
fences. 

It is not the technical 
ability of England's 
players which will tell 
most against them, but 
their isolation from, and 
ignorance of the tactical 
changes which have 
taken place in world 
football over the past 
years. 

‘The absence of Engl- 
ish clubs from Europe 
since 1985 and the wilful 


Experience ... JOHN BARNES 


While the wayward 
and immature Paul Gas- 
coigne fails to fulfil his 
potential, Arsenal's 
Michael Thomas might 
be a contender 
(although even he is no 
genius), but Robson's 
gut instincts are to stick 
with the workhorses. 

Incredibly, he has 
even considered selec- 
ting Millwall’s Terry 
Hurlock, little more 
than an _ honest, 
journeyman in the 
lower divisions for most 
-of his career. 

Up front, England 
have class and experi- 
ence in Barnes, 
Beardsley and Lineker, 
but their current form 
together is poor. The 
lack of goals in recent 
games must be a huge 
worry. 

If those three (with 
the possible addition of 
Chris Waddle) do not 
find their touch again 
before June, Robson 
seems only too willing 
to revert to the traditio- 
nal English solution, a 
big target-man, who 
would probably be 
Arsenal’s Alan Smith, 
or perhaps even Steve 
Bull of Wolves. 


refusal of most English 
coaches and managers 
to learn from abroad 
have left the national 
team at a huge disad- 
vantage in international 
competition, as was 
convincingly demons- 
trated in West Germany 
two years ago. 
Tottenham’s success- 
ful use of five midfield 
players and one striker 
(Clive Allen) under the 
managership of David 
Pleat remains one of the 
genuine innovations in 
English tactics in recent 


years. 
Even that had been 
on display in France in 
the European 
Championship in 1984, 
@ tournament which was 
greeted with massive in- 
difference by English 
commentators and man- 
agers, because England 
were not participating. 
Certainly England 
possess the players to 
make their side more 
flexible. 
Centre-backs Des 
Walker and the diminu- 
tive Paul Parker, and 
Chelsea's left-back 
Tony Dorigo spring to 
mind and there are 
others on the fringes of 


the team. 

Unfortunately, Rob- 
son’s innate conservat- 
ism ensures that even 
when theydo: play, the 
team’s rigid formation 
prevents their skills 
from being exploited to 
the full. 


It would be nice to 
think that England 
could surprise us in 
Italy. 


However, all the signs 
point to another di: 
jointed and uncertain 
team taking the field, 
which will be unable to 
compensate for its lack 
of skill and cohesion by 
workrate alone. 


Ever-cautious, Rob- 
son will omit most of the 
promising, but untested 
young players, relying 
instead on the old guard 
of Shilton, Butcher and 
Robson as the basis of 
the team. 


If this is the case, En- 
gland may perform ade- 
quately, but they will 
certainly not win the 
World Cup, and their 
football will be seen for 
what it is in world terms 
_ increasingly 
irrelevant. 


VO Knoflicek has 
become the first 
Czechoslovak soc- 
cer player to be- 
nefit from the 
country’s new- 
found political 
freedom by joining 
West German club 
Sankt Pauli. 


The Slavia Prague 
striker has signed a 
three-year contract 
with the Bundesliga 
side worth $1.4 
million. 
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Napoli’s Andrea Carnevale literally loses his head as he gets “locked” 


by Juventus’ Bonetti. 


Toshack rebuke 


REAL Madrid's coach 
John Toshack has 
been rebuked by 
club chairman 
Ramon Mendoza as 
the Spanish soccer 
giants still seek to 
come to terms with 
another European 
Cup failure. 

The influential EL 
PAIS daily said Men- 
doza had censured 
Toshack for his stormy 
relationship with play- 
ers, for failing in the 
club’s main objective of 
taking the European 
Cup, and even for his 
lack of interest in im- 
proving his Spanish. 

The newspaper also 
said Mendoza criticised 
Toshack for his tactless 
treatment of the press, 
and the Briton came 
away from their meeting 


= ll 
Goalmouth action in the Trinidad and Tobago 


promising to improve 
his relationship with the 
media. 

These sharp remin- 
ders to Toshack of 
Real’s expectations 
came in the wake of the 
club’s intense dis- 
appointment at being 
knocked out of the 
European Cup by hol- 
ders AC Milan in the 
second round last 
month, 

Real place success in 
the premier European 
club competition above 
all else, and Toshack, in 
his first season with the 
club, will be aware he 
may not get a second 
chance. 

EL PAIS claimed 
Mendoza was already 
seeking his replace- 
ment. 

The talking point sur- 
rounding Real's city 


tivals, Atletico Madrid, 
has been coach Javier 
Clemente's decision 
suddenly to drop estab- 
lished goalkeeper Abel 
Resino, 

Over the past two 
seasons, Abel has mis- 
sed only two games out 
of 53, and his sudden 
replacement by deputy 
keeper Agustin 
Elduayen surprised 
even the team. 

“I don’t have to ex- 
plain to anyone my mo- 
tives for choosing one or 
another line-up,” said 
Clemente. “I thoughs it 
was convenient ta give 
Elduayen an opening in 
the team.” 


FRIENDLIES 


Holland v Brazil 
0-1, Italy v Argentina 
0-0. 


box in the decisive CONCACAF World Cup 
qualifier against the USA at Port of Spain. 
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That was the decade that was 


THE nineties kick 
off with a bang 
with next year's 
World Cup finals, 
$0 now is the time 
to look back at the 
eighties — a 
momentous de- 
cade as far as foot- 
ball was con- 
cerned. 

Some have decribed 
the 80s as the decade 
of the soccer hooligan, 
such was the impact of 
unruly fans on the 
game, especially in 
England, and now 
Holland, 

And while the disas- 
ters at Brussels in 1985 
and Sheffield this year, 
and not forgetting the 

* Bradford fire, did 
dominate soccer 
events of this decade, 
we prefer to recall 
more pleasant 
memories. 

The following is a 
very subjective selec- 
tion of the players, 
countries, teams and 
matches that stood out 
in the ecletic eighties 
— with imput from 
SBS’ Les Murray 
gratefully acknow- 
ledge. 


PLAYERS 
Diego Maradona got 
the nod in this categ- 
ory over Michel Plati- 
ni, who would have se- 
cured the top spot had 
he won the only title 
which has eluded him 

— the World Cup. 
Maradona WAS 
Argentina in 1986, and 
his aura is such that he 
is by far the best 
known soccer 


personality as we head 
into the 90s. 


ARRIGO SACCHI 


He is also the only 
player in the world 
who can swing a match 
on his own. 

Ruud Gullit, how- 
ever, could be the man 
of the 90s as could his 
Holland and AC Milan 
team-mate Marco van 
Basten, while Zico was 
Brazil’s most -consis- 
tent performer for 
most of the 80s and 
Paolo Rossi made an 
indelible impact on the 
1982 World Cup with 
Italy. 


NATIONS 


We selected West 
Germany not for their 
actual performances, 
which were rather 
Pedestrian compared 


to the flair of France or 
the World Cup-win- 
ning displays of Italy 
and Argentina and the 
overall flamboyance of 
Brazil, but for their 
consistency through- 
out the decade. 

The West Germans 
won the 1980 Euro- 
pean championship 
and were beaten 
World Cup finalists in 
1982 and 1986. 

France were the 
dominant European 
power from 1981 to 
1986, with a European 
and an Olympic title to 
their name and two 
World Cup semi-final 
appearances, 

Italy are ranked 
third because their 
overall record was bet- 
ter than Argentina’s in 
the 80s and Brazil, al- 
ways thereabouts, 
occupy fifth place. 

Denmark in the ear- 
ly to mid-80s, Holland 
at the end of the de- 
cade and the USSR, 
for their consistency, 
deserve a more than 
honourable mention. 


CLUBS 


Juventus were the 
most successful Euro- 
pean club in the 80s, 
when Michel Platini 
was at his peak. 

They won one Euro- 
pean Champions’ Cup 
and were also in the 
final (they lost to 
Hamburg) once and 
they won the Cup- 
Winners’ Cup and the 
intercontinental club 
championship (Toyota 
Cup) as well as four Ita- 
lian league titles. 

Liverpool may have 
been the undisputed 
Number 1 choice had 
English clubs not been 
banned from Europe 
from 1985/86 onwards, 
having won two Cham. 
pions’ Cups in the de- 
cade and reaching the 
final once. 

They also won six 
English league titles in 
the 80s. 


AC Milan nudged 
into third place for 
their surge in the latter 
part of the decade. 
Their supremacy is 
now unmatched in 
Europe and they could 
carry on in similar vein 
in the 90s should Gullit 
regain his fitness. 

Steaua Bucharest 
won the Champions’ 
Cup in 1986 and 
reached the final this 
year while Porto 
stamped their author- 
ity in 1987 with a Euro- 
pean Champions’ Cup 
and a Toyota Cup 
triumph. 

In South America, 
Uruguay’s big two — 
Nacional and Penarol 
— dominated the 80s. 

Both won Liberta- 
dores and intercon- 
tinental titles. 

Flamengo could not 
match the internatio- 
nal record of the Uru- 
guayans, but they 
stamped themselves as 
Brazil’s most consis- 
tent club side of the 
decade, unearthing 
several players who. 
went on to enchant the 


MICHEL PLA 


world with their skills. 

America de Cali, 
which reached three 
Libertadores finals this 
decade, met with a tra- 
gic fate as the eighties 
ended. The club was 
disbanded and is no 
more, but the Col- 
ombian side did 
enough in the past 10 
years to warrant a top 
ranking. 

Argentinos Juniors 
creep into fifth place 
on the strength of their 
performances up to the 

mid-eighties. 


MATCHES 


France's 1982 and 
1986 World Cup 
matches stand out in 
the decade. 

The semi-final loss, 
on penalty kicks, to 
West Germany in 
Seville in 1982 after 
Patrick Battiston had 
been butchered by 
German goalie Harald 
Schumacher, may have 
been the most drama- 
tic game of the 80s, but 
for sheer champagne 
football it’s impossible 
to go past the 1986 
quarter-final in 
Guadalajara, which 
also necessitated 
penalty kicks. 

The 1982 Round 2 
group clash in Madrid 
between Italy and Bra- 
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— dominated the early to mid-eighties with France 


and Juventus. 


zil was the highlight of 
that tournament, 
worthy of a final. 

The next two best 
games were played in 
European Champions’ 
Cup finals — Porto v 
Bayern Munich in 1987 
in Vienna and this 
year's superb display 
by AC Milan against 
Steaua Bucharest in 
Barcelona were sheer 
magic. 


COACHES 


This was the tough- 
est category but we 
went for Arrigo Sacchi 
because he revolutio- 
nised Italian soccer 
with the style of total 
football he introduced 
since taking AC Milan 
over four seasons ago. 

Under Sacchi, AC 
Milan became a 
trendsetter and 
Europe's most success- 
ful club, 

Fellow-Italian Enzo 
Bearzot got the nod 
for Number Two not 
only because he won 
the 1982 World Cup 
but because his charis- 
ma made him a world- 
famous identity, whose 
fame spread beyond 
soccer. 

Ditto for Carlos 
Bilardo, who led 
Argentina to victory in 
the 1986 World Cup. 

Michel Hidalgo de- 
serves his fourth spot 


PLAYER OF THE DECADE 


1 DIEGO MARADONA (Argentina) 
2 MICHEL PLATINI (France) 

3 RUUD GULLIT (Holland) 

4 ZICO (Brazil) 

5 MARCO VAN BASTEN (Holland) 
PAOLO ROSSI (Italy) 


NATION OF THE DECADE 


1 WEST GERMANY 
2 FRANCE 

3 ITALY 

4 ARGENTINA 

5 BRAZIL 


EUROPEAN CLUB 
OF THE DECADE 


1 JUVENTUS (Italy) 
2 LIVERPOOL (England) 
3 AC MILAN (Italy) 

4 STEAUA BUCHAREST (Romania) 
5 PORTO (Portugal) 


SOUTH AMERICAN 
CLUB OF THE DECADE 


1 NACIONAL (Uruguay) 
2 PENAROL (Uruguay) 
3 FLAMENGO (Brazil) 
4 AMERICA DE CALI (Colombia) 
5 ARGENTINOS JUNIORS (Argentina) 


MATCH OF THE DECADE 


1 FRANCE y BRAZIL (World Cup 1986) 
2 WEST GERMANY v FRANCE 
(World Cup 1982) 
3 ITALY v BRAZIL (World Cup 1982) 
4 PORTO v STEAUA BUCHAREST 
(1987 European Cup final) 
5 AC MILAN v STEAUA BUCHAREST 
(1988 European Cup final) 


for leading France to 
European supremacy 
between 1982 and 
1984. 

Rinus Michels was 
the architect of Hol- 
Jand’s revival after 10 
years in the wilder- 


REFEREE OF THE DECADE 


1 LUIGI AGNOLIN (Italy) 
2 ROMALDO COELHO (Brazil) 
3 KEITH HACKETT (England) 
4 MICHEL VAUTROT (France) 
5 BOB VALENTINE (Scotland) 


COACH OF THE DECADE 


1 ARRIGO SACCHI (AC Milan) 
2 ENZO BEARZOT (Italy) 

3 CARLOS BILARDO (Argentina) 
4 MICHEL HIDALGO (France) 

5 RINUS MICHELS (Holland) 


ness. 

He barely edges out 
Austrian Ernst Hap- 
pel, who led a succes- 
sion of European clubs 
to success in their 
domestic leagues in the 
eighties. 


REFEREES 

There can be little 
doubt that Italy’s Luigi 
Agnolin was the de- 
cade’s top whistler and 
the number two choice 
is equally clear-cut as 
Brazilian Romaldo 
Coelho had no peers in 


TEAM OF THE 


SHILTON 


CADE 


South America in the JUNIOR (Eoginnd) CABRINI 
eighties. : 

Consistent English- ¢ (Btazil) Ren a 
man Keith Hackett ‘Holland 
fills third place, ahead { \acyypy eh) ZICO 
of France's Michel : i 
Vautrot, FIFA’s cur- ¢ (Spain) Anos Nea 
rent trouble shooter — AI i 
the referee they GULLIT Cees) VAN BASTEN 
appoint to high-risk (Holland) (Holland) 


games. 
Bob Valentine, of 
Scotland, was domi- 
nant in the early part 
of the decade, but 
there is a new breed of 
referees comin, 
through the ranks who' 
will shine through the 


Honourable mention: Pfaff (Belgium), Socrates 
(Brazil), Butragueno (Spain), Sanchez (Mexico), 
Rossi (Italy), Amoros (France), De Leon (Uru- 
guay), Futre (Portugal), Matthaus (West Ger- 
many), Brehme (West Germany), Ryjkaard (Hol- 
land), Elkjaer (Denmark). 


